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ATLANTA HAWKS ‘SWIPE RIGHT NIGHT’ COUPLE ARE TYING THE KNOT CENTER COURT AT PHILIPS 

ARENA  

  

On March 3, Ben McCleskey and Avery Armstrong will get married in the arena where romance began 

with reception in the exclusive Courtside Club  

  

ATLANTA – The Atlanta Hawks have announced that ‘Swipe Right Night’ couple Ben McCleskey and 

Avery Armstrong will say their vows and get married center court of Philips Arena on Saturday, March 3. 

Nearly two years ago, Hawks Chief Executive Officer, Steve Koonin offered to host and pay for the 

couple’s wedding should they ever decide to get married. The ceremony will take place on the 

hardwood at Philips Arena and will be followed by a reception for more than 200 guests in the arena’s 

newly-opened, exclusive Courtside Club. 

  

“Everyone at the Hawks couldn’t be more delighted for Ben and Avery to tie the knot on our home 

court,” Koonin said. “What perfect example of our team’s mission coming to life - uniting the city 

through basketball. We are honored to host the happy couple, along with their friends and family on 

their special night.” 

  

In 2015, McCleskey and Armstrong, both Shorter University students at the time, began their 

relationship at the Atlanta Hawks’ first ever ‘Swipe Right Night’-themed game where fans had the 

opportunity to meet up with matches from the popular Tinder app in real time. In 2016, the couple 

returned to Philips Arena as guests of the team for ‘Swipe Right Night 2.0’. It was then the offer of 

Philips Arena was extended as the future wedding location for the pair. After several Hawks games, two 

years of dating and a newborn baby, the couple took the team up on its proposition.   

  

David’s Bridal has partnered with the Hawks to provide the soon-to-be bride with dresses for the 

wedding day. In January, David’s Bridal invited Armstrong to its Kennesaw location for a visit with an in-

store styling team to guide her through the selection of her wedding gown, along with dresses for her 

flower girl, mother and 11 bridesmaids. Get a behind the scenes look here.  

  

"David’s Bridal is thrilled to partner with the Atlanta Hawks to help bring Avery and Ben the wedding of 

their dreams,” said Elizabeth Crystal, Chief Marketing Officer and EVP at David’s Bridal.  “Our Kennesaw 

store had a wonderful time styling Avery and her bridesmaids, and we can’t wait to see the happy 

couple make it official.” 

  

Following the ceremony, the couple will treat their guests to an early evening reception in the arena’s 

exclusive Courtside Club for a night of dining and dancing. Located just behind the basket, the club 

recently opened as part of the first phase of the arena’s $192.5MM transformation project.  The space is 

the most exclusive club in the arena, usually reserved for floor seat ticket holders and features the 

signature Hawk Bar, the only on-the-floor bar in the NBA.   

  

“Ben and I are beyond thankful for everything that the Atlanta Hawks have done for us,” Armstrong said. 

“Philips Arena is where it all began and it just seems fitting that the next big milestone in our lives 

together happens there. The stylists at David’s Bridal helped me find the dress of my dreams! It made 

this entire experience even better.” 



  

Stay tuned for highlights from the ceremony on Hawks social media @ATLHAWKS or Hawks.com.  

  

Attachment:  Ben and Avery Philips Arena 2016 .jpg - Ben McCleskey and Avery Armstrong returned to 

Philips Arena for Swipe Right 2.0 in 2016 after their romance began at the Atlanta Hawks’ first Tinder 

Night in 2015. (photo: Helena Oliviero / holiviero@ajc.com) 

  

#TrueToAtlanta 

  
About the Atlanta Hawks 
With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to 

making Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason 

in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the 

court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It 

continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and 

refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our 

fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for 

the 2017-18 regular season, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more 

information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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