
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
  
City of College Park Announces Gateway Center @ College Park  
Groundbreaking Ceremony for New Multipurpose Arena Celebrated the New Development in 
the Heart of the City  
 

College Park, GA (Monday, February 12, 2018) – The City of College Park, the Georgia 
International Convention Center (GICC) and the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club broke ground 
today on College Park’s new multipurpose arena. The arena, named “Gateway Center @ 
College Park,” will be a sports and entertainment venue projected to bring significant economic 
impact to the area, with the Atlanta Hawks G League team confirmed as the destination’s 
anchor tenant.  
  
First renderings of the arena, unveiled today, showcase a development spanning 100,000 
square feet of space, which is expected to be completed in fall 2019, bringing an estimated 600 
jobs to College Park and surrounding areas, with a focus on women and minority participation. 
Gateway Center @ College Park will hold 5,000 seats for events such as concerts and 
convocations, with 3,500 seats available for the Hawks G League basketball games. Its 
insulated precast panels, curtainwall glazing system and energized lobby for pregame 
entertainment will make it the premier event facility in the south metro area.  
  
“College Park is a thriving city and we look forward to the development of Gateway Center @ 
College Park,” said Mayor Jack Longino. “This multipurpose arena will bring a much needed 
venue for sporting events, concerts, graduation ceremonies and more to the city, broadening 
the entertainment opportunities for the south metro area.”  
  
In addition to being a world-class event arena, Gateway Center @ College Park will serve as 
the home to the Atlanta Hawks G league team. This marks the first time that the Hawks will 
have an Atlanta-based development team, just miles away from their home at Philips Arena.  
  
“Breaking ground on this state-of-the-art facility marks a significant milestone in delivering on 
bringing our own G league team to our community, one of our top priorities from when we 
bought the Club--along with refurbishing Philips Arena and building a new practice facility,” said 
Tony Ressler, Atlanta Hawks Principal Owner and Chairman. “Everyone at the Hawks is 
grateful for the hard work of City of College Park Mayor Jack Longino, City Manager Terrence 
Moore, other members of College Park government and the State of Georgia as we begin 
construction today. We are confident that this facility will have a meaningful impact both on our 
club and this community.”  
  
“With the city’s sound financial position, we’ve created the ability to proceed with a major capital 
improvement program to help encourage ancillary economic development outcomes,” said 
College Park City Manager Terrence Moore.  



  



The mayor and council’s fiscal responsibility in recent years ensured that the city of College 
Park has a notable fund balance, resulting in a low interest rate for the bonds due to confidence 
in the city’s financial standing. “This project represents the culmination of a tremendous, yet 
realistic vision that has long been contemplated by city administration,” Moore added.  



  
Project partners involved in The Gateway Center @ College Park’s success include:  

• The City of College Park  
• The GICC, management of the arena  
• BDR Partners, project management for the arena  
• The Collaborative Firm, community engagement for the arena  
• TVS Design, architecture and design for the arena  
• Rosser International, design and engineering for the arena  
• Barton Malow Construction, construction for the arena  
• HJ Russell, development and construction management for the arena  
• Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club, G League partner for the arena  

  
For more information regarding the city of College Park and the multipurpose arena, please visit 
http://www.collegeparkga.com.  
  
About College Park:  
College Park is home to the world headquarters of Chick-fil-A, the most traveled airport 
worldwide in Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International, and has the largest and one of the most 
prestigious K-12 private schools in the continental United States - Woodward Academy. College 
Park has one of Georgia’s most vibrant historical communities, while the city moves boldly 
ahead in new technologies and alternative fuel and energy platforms. College Park’s 
progressive mission focuses on economic development, hospitality and entertainment. The city-
operated Georgia International Convention Center boasts the largest ballroom in the state of 
Georgia, and a new multipurpose arena to be built next door is slated to open in 2019 as the 
home court for the Atlanta Hawks’ Developmental League team.  
  
About the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club:  
With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips 
Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 
Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in 10 consecutive 
seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 
2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all 
with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization 
builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta 
neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our 
fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your 
seat for every home game for the 2017-18 regular season, is on sale now at 
www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, 
log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks.  
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