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ATLANTA HAWKS TO TIP OFF BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION WITH PANEL AT MOREHOUSE COLLEGE 

Club to team with the Black Fives Foundation to highlight Atlanta’s legacy in African-American basketball 

 

ATLANTA – The Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club today announced plans to team with the Black Fives Foundation throughout 

February to highlight the city’s historical contributions to African-American basketball prior to integration. The club’s Black 

History Month celebration will commence on Monday, Feb. 5, with an interactive presentation and panel discussion at 

Morehouse College for 80 students from Atlanta’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). The tribute will 

continue with in-game Black Fives vignettes at each of the Hawks’ five home contests during February. 

 

Current Atlanta players and multimedia sports journalists will unite with students, faculty and staff from Morehouse, Clark 

Atlanta University and Spelman College on Feb. 5 at “Black Sports History: Building on it. Making it.” The program is set 

for 6-7:30 p.m. in the Martin Luther King Jr. International Chapel on the second floor of Morehouse’s African-American 

Hall of Fame.  

 

Discussion topics will include the history of the Black Fives and the current state of Black athletes, sports journalists and 

sports industry professionals. Black Fives Foundation Executive Director Claude Johnson will open the evening with 

historical background on Black basketball in Atlanta before joining a panel featuring Hawks guard Malcolm Delaney and 

NBA Digital senior analyst Sekou Smith. 

 

The Black Fives Era of basketball spanned 1904-1950 and featured six prominent downtown Atlanta sites: Atlanta 

Municipal Auditorium & Armory; Butler Street YMCA; Sunset City Casino; and an HBCU trio of Morehouse College, Morris 

Brown College and Clark University. The Hawks and Johnson filmed short videos at each of these locations to display during 

February contests at Philips Arena. In a game presented by Bank of America, Atlanta opens its February home schedule 

on Feb. 6 against the Memphis Grizzlies at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Click here to watch a video overview of Atlanta’s connection to the Black Fives. 

 

Tickets for the remainder of Atlanta’s 2017-18 home schedule are available at Hawks.com/tickets. 
 

#TrueToAtlanta 
  

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud 

on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the 

Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and 

innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, 

whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and 

delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 

2017-18 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, 

log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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