
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  12/7/17 

CONTACT: Garin Narain, Janet Smith or Jelani Downing, Hawks Communications (404) 878-3800 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

 
ATLANTA HAWKS, BANK OF AMERICA & THE DREAM DIFFERENTLY PROJECT HOST SLEEPOVER FOR 50 YOUTH 

**Please do not pre-promote the SURPRISE bed giveaway** 

 
What:  The Atlanta Hawks partner with Bank of America and the Dream Differently Project to host “Home for the 

Holidays Sleepover” and surprise bed giveaway for 50 youth at Philips Arena 

 

Who: Atlanta Hawks Players: Luke Babbitt, Marco Belinelli, Nicolas Brussino, Dewayne Dedmon, Tyler Dorsey, Ersan 

Ilyasova, Isaiah Taylor 

Shelly Brown, Wife of Zac Brown and Co-Founder of Camp Southern Ground 

 

When: Friday, Dec. 8, 2017 

5 p.m. – event begins 

6:30 p.m. – suggested media arrival time 

7 p.m. – surprise reveal 

 

Where: Philips Arena 

1 Philips Drive 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

    

On Friday, Dec. 8, the Atlanta Hawks and the Dream Differently Project (Zac Brown’s Camp Southern Ground, Beautyrest 

and Beds 4 Kids) will provide a sleepover experience at Philips Arena that culminates with a surprise bed giveaway for 50 

youth ages 8-12. The “Home for the Holidays Sleepover,” presented by Bank of America, will include food, games and 

movies for selected participants from Beds 4 Kids, Boyd Elementary and Raising Expectations. Hawks players will join Zac 

Brown’s wife and Camp Southern Ground Co-Founder Shelly Brown to reveal the beds on the Philips Arena practice 

court. 

 

The bed recipients will sleep in their new beds on the practice court on Friday night. On Saturday morning, Hawks staff 

members and volunteers from the Dream Differently Project will load the beds and bed frames into vehicles for delivery 

to each child’s home.  The Hawks partnered with Walmart to secure bedsheets, and Beautyrest donated bed frames, 

foundations, pillows and mattresses for the cause. 

 

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics adequate sleep leads to improved attention, behavior, learning, 

memory, emotional regulation, quality of life, and mental and physical health.  

 

Media parking is available in Lot A. Media planning to attend should RSVP to Jelani.Downing@Hawks.com by 12 p.m. on 

Friday, Dec. 7. 

 
#TrueToAtlanta 

  



With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud 

on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the 

Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and 

innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, 

whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and 

delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 2017-

18 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to 

www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

 

ABOUT CAMP SOUTHERN GROUND 
The mission of Camp Southern Ground is to provide extraordinary experiences for children to recognize and magnify the unique gifts within 

themselves and others in order to profoundly impact the world.  As an inclusive camp, we serve children ages 7-17, from all socioeconomic 

backgrounds, races and religions, with programs that challenge, educate, and inspire.  

 

ABOUT BOYD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Located in the Bankhead/Douglas High School area, Boyd Elementary has about 450+ students and all are on free/reduced lunch programs.  The 

school is committed to empowering students with the confidence, social skills, and intellectual capacity required to successfully thrive and compete 

in middle school, high school, college, and the global marketplace. 

 

ABOUT RAISING EXPECTATIONS 
Raising Expectations empowers youth in crises by raising academic, social and civic expectations to facilitate high school graduation and post-

secondary plans. At Raising Expectations, we believe children will either live up to or down to the expectations set for them. We know for many 

youth living in underserved or disenfranchised communities, lack of support and positive role models can often result in poor, misguided or even 

damaging life choices. As a stable alternative, we create an atmosphere of support, encouragement and broadened life experiences to prepare 

those with the heaviest of odds stacked against them for success.  
 

ABOUT SERTA SIMMONS BEDDING, LLC 
Serta Simmons Bedding, LLC (“SSB”) is the largest distributor and manufacturer of mattresses in the United States. The Atlanta-based company 

owns and manages two of the largest bedding brands in the mattress industry, Serta®, which has five other independent licensees, and 

Beautyrest®. The two brands are distributed through national, hospitality, and regional and independent channels throughout North America. SSB 

also owns Tomorrow Sleep, a direct-to-consumer mattress brand. SSB operates 32 manufacturing plants in the United States, six in Canada and one 

in Puerto Rico. For more information about SSB and its brands, visit www.sertasimmons.com. 

# # # 


