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ATLANTA HAWKS, NAISMITH AWARDS & ATLANTA TIPOFF CLUB TO SHOWCASE GEORGIA’S TOP 

HIGH SCHOOL TALENT AT INAUGURAL HAWKS-NAISMITH HOLIDAY CLASSIC 

Attorney Ken Nugent will donate $1 for each point scored at the 32-team event;  

Holiday gifts and Hawks tickets provided to youth from Gwinnett Children’s Shelter 
 

ATLANTA – The Atlanta Hawks, the Naismith Awards and the Atlanta Tipoff Club have teamed up to spotlight Georgia high 

school basketball and give back to the community at the inaugural Hawks-Naismith Holiday Classic at Norcross High School. 

The Dec. 21-23 showcase features 32 of the top high school boys and girls basketball teams in the state, including 25 

squads currently ranked in the top 10 of their respective Georgia High School Association classifications. 

 

“The Hawks-Naismith Holiday Classic is a wonderful opportunity for our organization to bring communities together to 

showcase the best high school basketball programs in Georgia,” said Jon Babul, Hawks Vice President of Basketball 

Development. “For a player, coach or fan, there is nothing quite like the pure energy and excitement that radiates from a 

packed high school gymnasium. We will bring together basketball fans from throughout the state as we celebrate the 

competitive spirit of high school basketball in Georgia.” 

 

As part of the Atlanta Hawks Annual Season of Giving, 12 youth from Gwinnett Children’s Shelter will be “adopted” by 

teams participating in the three-day event. Each team will wrap gifts for its designated “adoptee” and each child will 

receive a complimentary ticket to attend the Hawks contest versus the Dallas Mavericks on Saturday, Dec. 23 at Philips 

Arena. Attorney Ken Nugent, who has partnered with the Hawks and the Naismith Holiday Classic on this event, will donate 

$1 to the Atlanta Hawks Foundation’s Jr. Hawks Scholarship Fund for every point scored during the Hawks-Naismith 

Holiday Classic. On the mornings of Dec. 22nd and 23rd, Nugent will also sponsor free Jr. Hawks Basketball Clinics for 200 

youth ages 8-14. 

 

“As a Hawks season ticket member and partner, it is a privilege to be a part of this three-day event,” Nugent said. “When 

I heard about the inaugural Hawks-Naismith Holiday Classic, I knew it would be another way to be ‘True to Atlanta’ and 

continue to support the Scores for Scholarships program.” 

 

The youth basketball clinics and Jr NBA skill combine will feature appearances by Atlanta Dream Head Coach Nicki Collen 

and Hawks Alumni. The Norcross High School gymnasium will host all 16 games of the classic. 

 

For an entire schedule of the games, visit: basketballacademy.hawks.com/pages/naismithclassic. 

 

#TrueToAtlanta 
 

About the Atlanta Hawks 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud 

on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the 

Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and 

innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, 

whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and 

delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 

2017-18 regular season, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on 

to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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