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ATLANTA HAWKS’ NZINGA SHAW RECEIVES GLOBAL, NATIONAL AND LOCAL RECOGNITION AS 

A GAME CHANGER AND WINNER OF TWO ‘UNDER 40’ AWARDS 

Club’s Senior Vice President of Community, Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer recognized at 

Leaders Under 40 in London, named to SportsBusiness Journal’s Game Changers, and named to 

Atlanta Business Chronicle’s 40 Under 40 List 

 

ATLANTA – Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club Senior Vice President of Community, Chief Diversity & 

Inclusion Officer, Nzinga Shaw, received recognition by being named to the Leaders Under 40 list by 

Leaders and Aspire Academy on Oct. 3 in London. The annual award, which honored its third class of 

recipients at the Natural History Museum, celebrates the best talent under the age of 40 years of age in 

the business of sport around the world. 
  
“Since her first day with our organization, Nzinga Shaw has made an incredibly positive impact on our 

company’s culture and our efforts to connect authentically with the Atlanta community,” said Steve 

Koonin, CEO, Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club. “We are proud to have her as a colleague and thrilled that 

she continues to receive recognition for her success.” 
  
Recently, Shaw was recognized as one of SportsBusiness Journal’s Game Changers. On Thursday, Sept. 

14, professionals from across the sports industry convened at the Marriott Marquis, Times Square to 

discuss the multiple ways in which women intersect with sports. In addition, Shaw was named to 

Atlanta Business Chronicle’s 40 under 40. The recipients will be honored on Wednesday, Nov. 8, at the 

Foundry at Puritan Mill in Atlanta. Atlanta Business Chronicle chooses 40 leaders by selecting recipients 

who have made significant career achievements and have demonstrated social responsibility. 
 

In London, Shaw was one of seven award recipients in the Leadership category, joining executives from 

global companies such as Netball Scotland, the Romanian Football Federation, and the International 

Paralympic Committee, among others. Leaders highlighted Shaw for being a driving force of 

organizational change through diversity and for developing a strategy to embed diversity and inclusion 

in all programmatic activity, governance and daily administration. 
  
Shaw is a recipient of several industry awards during her tenure with the Hawks, including The Network 

Journal’s “40 Under Forty,” PRWeek’s “40 Under 40,” Atlanta Business Chronicle’s “Women Who Mean 

Business,” National Medical Fellowships 2016 “Diversity Excellence Leader” award, the Society for 

Diversity’s 2017 “Innovation and Inclusion Leadership Award for an Individual,” and the 

SCLC/W.O.M.E.N., Inc.’s Drum Major for Justice Award. 

  



Shaw is an alumna of Spelman College, the University of Pennsylvania and was a study abroad scholar at 

Oxford University in the United Kingdom. Under her leadership, she has formed the club’s first-ever 

Diversity & Inclusion Council consisting of internal and external stakeholders. 

  
Attachment 

Nzinga_Shaw_.jpg – A headshot of Nzinga Shaw, Senior Vice President, Community & Chief Diversity and 

Inclusion Officer, Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club. 
 

#TrueToAtlanta 

  

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to 

making Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason 

in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the 

court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It 

continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and 

refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our 

fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for 

the 2017-18 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more 

information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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