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ATLANTA HAWKS AND PHILIPS ARENA NAME JOE SCHAFER AS EXECUTIVE CHEF  

Schafer Brings Experience from Bacchanalia, One of Atlanta’s  

Forbes Travel Guide 4-Star Restaurants, to Basketball 

 

ATLANTA, GA – The Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club has hired award-winning chef Joe Schafer as 

Executive Chef for Philips Arena. As Executive Chef, Schafer will use his vast culinary experience to 

impact all aspects of the food, dining and hospitality experience inside Philips Arena, including curating 

special event-specific menus for Hawks games and concerts in the soon-to-debut Courtside Club and 

signature Hawks Bar. 

 

The Georgia native previously served as executive chef at Bacchanalia, one of Atlanta’s Forbes Travel 

Guide 4-star restaurants, and Little Bacch, where he established himself as one of Atlanta’s premier 

chefs and redefined the culinary landscape in the city with his thoughtfully elegant menus. Prior to his 

work at Bacchanalia and Little Bacch, Schafer worked alongside Ford Fry at King + Duke, during which 

time he was named “ATL’s Hottest Chef” by Jezebel Magazine in July of 2013. 

“I am beyond excited to bring my passion for food and Southern hospitality to Philips Arena,” Schafer 

said. “The opportunity to work for my hometown team and create an amazing culinary experience for 

the thousands of people that visit each week is a unique challenge that I am looking forward to 

tackling.” 

With 22 years of culinary experience, Schafer has built a strong following with his self-described style of 

“rustic Southern, refined with European techniques.” His love of organic, locally-sourced foods and 

Southern cuisine is evident in his offerings. 

“As our arena undergoes a transformation, it was vital to the fan experience that we also look to 

improve our food offerings. Fans want a complete experience when they buy a ticket to a game or a 

show and food is a significant complement to the entertainment,” Hawks CEO Steve Koonin said. “Joe’s 

world-class experience, attention to detail and ability to make simple dishes memorable will put dining 

at Philips Arena on-par with dining anywhere in Atlanta.” 

Born in Griffin, Schafer trained at the Art Institute of Atlanta, where he graduated with honors in 2001. 

For more information about the Philips Arena transformation please visit 

http://www.philipsarena.com/transformation. 

#TrueToAtlanta 



  

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to 

making Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason 

in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the 

court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It 

continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and 

refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our 

fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for 

the 2017-18 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more 

information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
 

# # # 

 


