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ATLANTA HAWKS TO HONOR MAYOR KASIM REED WITH A CEREMONIAL JERSEY RETIREMENT 

 The Outgoing Leader To Be Recognized On Nov. 3 With A Special Designation Usually Reserved For Legendary 

Players and Team Personnel 

 

ATLANTA, GA -  The Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club will pay tribute to the outgoing 59th mayor of the City of Atlanta, 

Kasim Reed, and his work during the game at Philips Arena on Nov. 3 with a ceremonial jersey retirement. To celebrate 

the partnership the team has enjoyed with the leader throughout his two terms as the city’s chief executive, a custom 

authentic Hawks jersey will be presented to Reed and placed on permanent display in the arena.  The in-game ob-

servance will mark the first time that a non-team member has received this type of symbolic recognition from the club. 

Hawks Vice Chair Grant Hill will offer remarks.  
 

“We thought it very appropriate to give Mayor Reed one of our highest honors,” said Steve Koonin, CEO of the Atlanta 

Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena. “He has consistently advocated for our team’s work to entertain and unite the 

city of Atlanta through basketball, helping to make our great city an awesome place to live, work and play.  The Hawks 

are excited to create this enduring symbol of our appreciation and respect for his partnership and all he has accom-

plished as mayor.” 
 

Reed has been a staunch supporter of Atlanta’s NBA team, working closely with the organization on both community 

and business initiatives in the city.  Those projects include several basketball court renovations in underserved neighbor-

hoods and plans to revitalize the downtown entertainment district, along with the $192.5MM transformation of Philips 

Arena.  The Hawks have expanded access to play for local residents by building or restoring four public courts at Centers 

of Hope in the city’s parks and recreation system, which Mayor Reed has championed during his tenure. The mayor also 

played a major role in the team’s decision to remain in downtown Atlanta through 2046 and fully reimagine Philips 

Arena as a contemporary live event venue with a new state-of-the-art conference center and various entertainment op-

tions. 
 

Tickets for the Nov. 3 game against the Houston Rockets and the remainder of the first half of the season’s contests, 

through December 30 are on sale now at Hawks.com.  
 

For more information on the arena renovation, visit hawks.com/arenatransformation. 
 

Attachment 

Mayor Reed at Coan Park.jpg – City of Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed (center) celebrates the new basketball courts provided 

by the Atlanta Hawks Foundation at Coan Park. 

 

#TrueToAtlanta 
  

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud 

on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the 

Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and 

innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, 

whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and de-

lighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 2017-

18 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on 

to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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