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ATLANTA HAWKS NAME MICHELLE LEFTWICH VICE PRESIDENT 

OF SALARY CAP ADMINISTRATION 

  

ATLANTA, GA – The Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club has hired veteran NBA executive Michelle Leftwich as Vice President 

of Salary Cap Administration, the team announced today. 

  

In this role, Leftwich will assist and advise Hawks General Manager and Head of Basketball Operations Travis Schlenk 

with all aspects of the league’s salary cap rules, as well as player contract planning matters. 

 

“Michelle’s expertise and knowledge of the CBA and its complexities will be a great asset to the Hawks,” Schlenk 

said.  “She is widely respected throughout the NBA and brings a tremendous amount of institutional knowledge that will 

benefit our organization.” 

  

Leftwich joins the organization after 21 years at the league office, including the last 10 years as NBA Vice President and 

Assistant General Counsel, where she assisted Rick Buchanan, NBA General Counsel, and Dan Rube, NBA Deputy General 

Counsel, with a variety of legal matters.  Her broad duties at the NBA involved salary cap and player contract matters, 

collective bargaining with the players’ union, player trade approvals, and operation of the CBA’s escrow and tax system. 

  

Prior to joining the NBA in 1996, Leftwich worked for the New York law firm formerly known as Paul, Hastings, Janofsky 

& Walker.  A native of Buffalo, N.Y., she received her Bachelors of Science degree in Accounting from Canisius College 

and her Juris Doctor degree from New York University School of Law. 
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With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud 

on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the 

Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and 

innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, 

whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and 

delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 

2017-18 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, 

log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

 


