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ATLANTA HAWKS TO HONOR TEAM PHOTOGRAPHER SCOTT CUNNINGHAM’S 40 YEARS WITH THE FRANCHISE WITH 

SPECIAL ART EXHIBITION  

Select Photos from Cunningham’s Catalogue Highlight His Time Shooting Sports Heroes and Cultural Icons in Atlanta and 

Around the World 
 

 

ATLANTA, GA - The Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club is honoring team photographer of the past 40 seasons, Scott Cunningham, 

with a two-week retrospective of his work at the Westside Cultural Arts Center beginning Aug. 3 through Aug. 14. More than 

50 stunning photos will be displayed from Cunningham’s career as an NBA photographer covering the home team, as well as 

Atlanta’s Braves, Falcons, Dream, Thrashers and Flames franchises, along with other professional and collegiate sports teams, 

concerts and events.  The exhibition titled, From the Baseline: 40 Years Beneath the Rim was curated by Michael David Mur-

phy, Digital Director of Atlanta Celebrates Photography (ACP), a non-profit arts organization dedicated to the cultivation of the 

photographic arts and the enrichment of the Atlanta art community. 

 

“Scott is incredibly deserving of this recognition of his talent and his devotion to the Hawks organization,” said Steve Koonin, 

CEO of the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club. “He has been a constant in our arena for an amazing 40 seasons, uniquely capturing 

the most awe-inspiring moments in our franchise’s history. We are excited to invite the Atlanta community to help us honor 

Scott’s contributions to sports history.”  

 

Cunningham’s photos have graced four Sports Illustrated covers, as well as national publications including SLAM and Hockey 

News, and been featured in advertising campaigns for the likes of Nike and more. In 1997, fans voted his shot of Michael Jor-

dan driving the lane against the Milwaukee Bucks as the Photo of the Year on NBA.com. Cunningham, a Roanoke, VA native, 

also co-authored Dale Earnhardt Image of Greatness, a book of photos chronicling the life of the NASCAR legend on and off 

the track.   

 

The Hawks partnered with ACP to curate Cunningham’s vast photo archives of more than 20,000 pictures into a show that will 

enthrall art and sports fans alike. Cunningham’s lens work through the years has included the Chicago Bulls, Washington Red-

skins and Carolina Panthers, as well as major events such as Super Bowls, Stanley Cups, NBA All-Star games, NASCAR and Prin-

cess Diana’s funeral. 

 

“The highlights of Scott Cunningham's photographic career illuminate some of the greatest moments, rivalries and personali-

ties in sport,” said Murphy. “From hometown Hawks heroes like 'Nique, to Michael and Magic, Scott’s photographs stand the 

test of time.” 

 

The exhibition, which is free to the public, officially starts Aug. 3 with an opening reception from 7 – 10 p.m. To RSVP for the 

event or for more information on gallery hours go to www.hawks.com/scott.  
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#TrueToAtlanta 



  
About the Atlanta Hawks: 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud 

on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in ten consecutive seasons and reached the 

Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and 

innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, 

whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and de-

lighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 2016-

17 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on 

to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

 

About Atlanta Celebrates Photography:  

Atlanta Celebrates Photography (ACP) is a non-profit arts organization dedicated to the cultivation of the photographic arts and the enrichment of 

the Atlanta art community. It is our aim to make Atlanta a leading center for the world's fastest growing art form. In addition to producing the larg-

est annual community-oriented photo festival in the United States, we provide experiences that engage and educate diverse audiences through 

lens-based media. 

The Atlanta Celebrates Photography Festival takes place throughout the month of October and in 2017 will celebrate its 19th year. The Festival 

includes a wide variety of exhibitions and multiple events around Atlanta and throughout the surrounding communities. The Festival's diverse of-

ferings bring together professional and amateur photographers, general art enthusiasts, gallery owners, critics, and collectors.  Throughout the 

year, ACP sponsors additional community programming and opportunities that celebrate the power of photography. 
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