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ATLANTA HAWKS NAME CHRIS JENT AS ASSISTANT COACH 

 
ATLANTA, GA – The Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club has added Chris Jent as an assistant coach, it was announced today 

by Head Coach Mike Budenholzer.  

 

Jent, who spent last season as an assistant coach at his alma mater, Ohio State, is a veteran NBA coach, having been on 

staff with the Philadelphia 76ers (2003-04), Orlando Magic (2004-05, including a stint as interim head coach), Cleveland 

Cavaliers (2006-11) and Sacramento Kings (2013-14).  

 

He served as head coach of the Bakersfield Jam of the NBA G League in 2015-16. 

 

“Chris is a great fit with our coaching staff. Player development is at the core of our basketball program and he has a 

track record of improving players’ skill level and understanding of the game at every level,” Budenholzer said. “His 

experiences as a coach and former player will add to our group.” 

 

Jent spent 10 seasons playing professionally, including two years in the NBA. He was a member of the 1994 NBA 

Champion Houston Rockets and also played for the New York Knicks during the 1996-97 season. Jent played five seasons 

in the CBA and also spent time playing overseas in Australia, Italy, Spain and Greece. 

 

Jent grew up in Sparta, NJ before heading to Ohio State. He played four seasons (1988-92) and helped lead the Buckeyes 

to three consecutive NCAA Tournaments and back-to-back Big Ten championships.  

 

# TrueToAtlanta # 
  

 

 

 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud 

on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the 

Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and 

innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, 

whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and 

delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 

2017-18 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, 

log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

 


