
 

 
 

Dwight Howard Hosts Atlanta Screening of DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: THE LONG HAUL  
Atlanta Hawks’ Star Player Encourages Kids to “Read for the Summer/Read for the Long Haul” 

 
ATLANTA, GA – In addition to his role on his hometown’s basketball team, the Atlanta Hawks’ Dwight Howard plays a 
lesser known role in another important local arena – championing literacy for Atlanta’s youngest kids. Last fall, Howard’s 
literacy efforts resulted in a meeting with Jeff Kinney, author of the DIARY OF A WIMPY KID book series (one of the 
most successful kids' series of all time). Kinney, in town shooting the latest film adaptation from the book series, invited 
the Hawks’ center to visit the set. 
 
A friendship formed and Howard asked to host the film’s Atlanta debut, as a reward – and incentive – for Atlanta’s 
young readers. On Sunday, May 14 at 4:30PM, Howard and Kinney will host an exclusive screening of DIARY OF A 
WIMPY KID: THE LONG HAUL for youth participants in a variety of Atlanta reading programs. Instead of a “Red Carpet,” 
kids, cast members, athletes and artists will walk a “READ Carpet,” sharing what they plan to read this summer – or 
loved reading as a child. 
 
The Atlanta Hawks’ Check It Out Reading Challenge (CIORC), presented by Philips, will also officially launch on May 14. 
Chaired by Howard and starting its 13th year of partnership with the Georgia Public Library Service, CIORC encourages 
kids to use their local library to enhance summer learning and kids who achieve their reading goals earn a ticket for a 
future Hawks’ game. Kids can learn more about at their local library and online at www.checkitoutreading.com. 
 
For his part, Howard is excited to see the film, spot some Atlanta sights in the scenery, and share the “READ Carpet” 
with Kinney and Jason Ian Drucker, who plays the story’s hero, Greg Heffley. Howard says: “The WIMPY KID books are 
fun for kids to read and, really, if a kid enjoys reading, that makes learning everything easier. I hope kids see the film and 
think about reading the next book – and the next one. A kid who likes reading is a kid who’ll be successful.” 
 

YOUR RED CARPET COVERAGE IS INVITED. 
 
WHAT:   Red Carpet interviews prior to a private screening of DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: THE LONG HAUL 
 
WHO:   Jeff Kinney – Author of DIARY OF A WIMPY KID book series, Writer 
   Jason Drucker – Actor, “Character” 
   Dwight Howard – Atlanta Hawks’ Player and D12 Foundation President 
 
WHERE:  Regal Atlantic Station 
   261 19th St NW #1250 
   Atlanta, GA 30363 
 
WHEN:   Sunday, May 14, 2017 
   3:15PM  Press Call Time 
    

Your coverage of the red carpet is welcome. Credentials will be required for all press on site. 
RSVP to Lindsey Bowers at lbowers@alliedim.com // 404.583.7892 (cell). Press will not be able 
to attend screening due to seating limitations. 

 



This film has been rated PG by the Motion Picture Association of America for some rude humor. 
 
This invitation is non-transferable and has no cash value. Press passes/access are granted at our discretion. Screening and interview 
dates, times and locations subject to change. Talent and other interviewees subject to availability. 

 

About Dwight Howard’s D12 Foundation (www.D12Foundation.org): The D12 Foundation is focused on facilitating 
positive change in the lives of American youth through strategic programmatic and partners. The foundation also has a 
strong focus on the education of girls in East Africa. Guided by D12 Foundation founder and president, Dwight Howard, 
the Foundation strategically fills critical community needs by collaborating with individuals and organizations who share 
our vision in three key areas: 

 Early Childhood Education and Literacy 

 Girls Empowerment through Education in East Africa 

 Youth Leadership Development 
 
Synopsis: In DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: THE LONG HAUL, a Heffley family road trip to attend Meemaw’s 90th birthday 
party goes hilariously off course thanks to Greg’s newest scheme to get to a video gaming convention. Based on one of 
the best-selling book series of all time, this family cross-country adventure turns into an experience the Heffleys will 
never forget. 
 
Website: WimpyKidMovie.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/wimpykidmovie 
Twitter: twitter.com/wimpykidmovie 
Instagram: instagram.com/wimpykidmovie 
#WimpyKid 
 

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: THE LONG HAUL opens nationwide on Friday, May 19 
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