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ATLANTA HAWKS BASKETBALL CLUB TAPS FORMER ATLANTA POLICE CHIEF GEORGE TURNER AS 

SECURITY HEAD  

35-Year Atlanta Police Department Veteran Will Serve as the New V.P. of Safety and Security  

for One of the Premier Live Event Facilities in the Country 

 

ATLANTA – The Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club has named former Atlanta Police Chief George Turner as the Vice 

President of Safety and Security.  In his new role, Turner will be responsible for working closely with senior executives to 

develop effective strategies that safeguard Philips Arena, team members and guests by assessing and mitigating risks.  

Additionally, he will be a key point of contact for relationships with high-level local, state, and federal law enforcement 

personnel and private sector counterparts, including National Basketball Association security.  
 

“George brings an unparalleled wealth of knowledge, connections and expertise to our organization,” said Brett 

Stefansson, Executive Vice President and General Manager of Philips Arena.  “The impressive skillset that he has honed 

over his career and the high level of respect that he has garnered will be an amazing asset for us in and out of the arena. 

It is our mission to provide an enjoyable and safe experience every time a fan enters Philips Arena and under George’s 

leadership, we expect to be an industry leader in that space.”  
 

Prior to accepting the position with the Hawks, Turner served as Chief of the Atlanta Police Department from 2010 until 

his retirement at the close of 2016.  Turner’s illustrious career with the APD began in 1981 and over his three-and-a-half 

decades there, he rose through the department ranks, serving in several high-profile positions including Police Major in 

the Family and Youth Services Section, Police Major for Zone One, Night Commander, and Deputy Chief of the Support 

Services Division. 
                                                         

With specialized training in Dignitary and Executive Protection, Drug and Gang Investigations as well as Anti-Terrorism 

Management, Turner will direct the arena’s security personnel and maintain safety and security policies that serve to 

limit exposure and liability in all areas of financial, physical, and personal risk.  
 

“Becoming a member of the Atlanta Hawks team is a fantastic opportunity for me,” said Turner.  “As a proud Atlantan 

and huge sports fan, this role will put me in the fortunate position to still serve a community I love and spend quality 

time with my family, particularly my seven grandchildren. The venue holds a very special place in my heart, as my first 

job in college was in this building as an usher, when it was known as the Omni.” 
  

Turner, who earned degrees from both Saint Leo University and Columbus State University, officially begins his tenure 

on May 1.   

 

#TrueToAtlanta 
About the Atlanta Hawks 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud on the court and 

off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in 10 consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the 

first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. 

It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, 

providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which 

includes your seat for every home game for the 2017-18 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more 

information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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