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THE ATLANTA HAWKS SELECT ATLANTA JOINT VENTURE TO TRANSFORM PHILIPS ARENA 
Turner, AECOM Hunt, SG and Bryson Will Partner to Reconstruct Philips Arena 

 

ATLANTA, GA – The Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club announced earlier today that Atlanta Joint Venture was awarded the 

contract to serve as construction manager for the upcoming $192.5 million renovation of Philips Arena.  Atlanta Joint 

Venture is comprised of four of the premier construction companies in the nation with two based locally in Atlanta: 

Turner Construction Company, AECOM Hunt, SG Contracting and Bryson Constructors. Atlanta-based construction and 

management firm HJ Russell & Company, in association with Legends Project Development, are serving as the project 

management team for the project. 

 

“Our goal is to transform Philips Arena into a venue that embodies the spirit and connectivity of our great city. We are 

fortunate to work with these respected, industry leaders who understand Atlanta, share our passion for innovation and 

also place a high value on diversity in their work,” said Hawks CEO Steve Koonin. 

 

“HJ Russell & Company is proud of being chosen as one of two project management firms to oversee the construction of 

Emory Healthcare Courts in the new state-of-the-art Emory Sports Medicine Complex along with helping to manage 

Philips Arena's impressive renovations,” said Michael Russell, CEO, HJ Russell & Company. “As an Atlanta native and 

lifelong Atlanta Hawks fan, it's very exciting to play a significant role in renovating Philips Arena and building a space and 

place where our hometown team will prepare and train to compete against any team in the NBA.” 

 

Turner Construction Company is the controlling partner of AJV and will provide project management as well as support 

staff. Turner, who is the nation’s leading sports builder, has worked on major national renovations including Madison 

Square Garden, Littlejohn Arena, First Energy Stadium and Arrowhead Stadium. Locally, Turner’s Atlanta office 

completed the renovation of Bobby Dodd Football Stadium (Georgia Tech), the Russ Chandler Baseball Stadium (Georgia 

Tech) and Foley Field Baseball Stadium (University of Georgia). 

 

“With more than 200 employees that call Atlanta home, Turner is honored to be part of the team that will renovate 

Philips Arena, a facility rooted in the culture and community of downtown Atlanta,” said Shannon Hines, SVP of Turner 

Construction Company. “Our people are committed to actively serving and improving our community, and making the 

Hawks and City of Atlanta’s vision of a world-class facility a reality.” 

 

AECOM Hunt will lead preconstruction efforts and provide on-site field supervision during construction. Also a national 

leader in the industry, AECOM Hunt has led construction on 15 NBA arenas and over 70 arena projects, including T-

Mobile Arena, Little Caesars Arena, Amway Center and Barclays Center. AECOM Hunt is also playing a leadership role 

with Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta. 

 

“AECOM Hunt is proud to be part of the Philips Arena renovation and delivering the Atlanta Hawks a downtown home 

that they and the City of Atlanta can be proud of,” said Michael S. Burke, AECOM Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. 

“Our experience delivering world-class sports venues is second to none, and we look forward to partnering with these 

other leading firms on the project.’’ 



SG Contracting will provide on-site management services and support staff. Based in Atlanta, SG spearheaded the 

construction of McCamish Pavilion and focuses on construction projects in the greater Atlanta region. 

 

“We are excited that Atlanta Joint Venture will be spearheading our construction process as we look to transform the 

Arena into an attraction for all Atlantans,” said Thad Sheely, Hawks Chief Operating Officer.  “The joint venture 

represents the best of Atlanta local construction and sports renovation work nationally and we look forward to working 

together.” 

 

Located in East Point, Bryson Constructors will provide management support and field support staff. With over 25 years 

of experience, Bryson’s portfolio includes work at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport and in the 

educational, industrial and commercial spaces. In 2009, Bryson was honored by the National Association of Minority 

Contractors as Georgia Contractor of the Year. 
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With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making 

Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in nine 

consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the 

organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the 

community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta 

neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks 

experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 2016-17 regular season games, is on 

sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to 

www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 


