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HAWKS CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER MELISSA PROCTOR NAMED TO LEADERS UNDER 40 LIST 

Club’s CMO receives global sports business award in London 
 

ATLANTA – Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club Chief Marketing Officer Melissa Proctor received recognition 

by being named to the Leaders Under 40 list by Leaders and Aspire Academy on Oct. 4 in London. The 

annual award, which honored its second class of recipients at the Natural History Museum, celebrates 

the best talent under the age of 40 years of age in the business of sport around the world. 
 

“We could not be more proud of Melissa’s leadership of our marketing and brand strategy,” said Steve 

Koonin, CEO, Atlanta Hawks and Philips Arena. “Her tireless work to shift our organization’s areas of 

strategic focus continue to provide substantial benefits and have allowed us to connect with audiences 

in a truly authentic way.” 
 

Proctor was one of seven award recipients in the Marketing & Public Relations category, joining 

executives from global companies such as AIG, IMG and EA Sports, among others. Leaders highlighted 

Proctor’s research efforts to identify specific target audiences and establish new strategic goals for 

reaching millennials, multicultural fans and business-based supporters.  
 

A communications graduate of Wake Forest University, Proctor also holds a master’s degree in design 

studies/branding from Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design at The London Institute, and has 

combined those disciplines to form the team’s brand communications department. 

 

Attachment 

Melissa_Proctor_.jpg – A headshot of Melissa Proctor, Chief Marketing Officer, Atlanta Hawks & Philips 

Arena. 
 

#TrueToAtlanta 

  

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to 

making Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason 

in nine consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the 

court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It 

continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and 

refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our 

fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for 

the 2016-17 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more 

information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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