
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 10/27/16 

CONTACT: Garin Narain, Janet Smith or Jelani Downing, Hawks Communications (404) 878-3800 

  

PRESIDENT OF BASKETBALL OPERATIONS/HEAD COACH MIKE BUDENHOLZER PARTNERS WITH ATLANTA 

COMMUNITY FOOD BANK TO LAUNCH ASSISTS FOR HUNGER PROGRAM 

Budenholzer pledges to donate $15 for every assist the Hawks record during the 2016-17 season with goal of 

surpassing $25,000 contribution 

  

ATLANTA, GA – President of Basketball Operations/Head Coach Mike Budenholzer announced today plans to 

partner with the Atlanta Community Food Bank and launch an Assists for Hunger Program during the 2016-17 

season. Budenholzer has pledged to donate $15 for every assist the Hawks record during the regular season 

this season with a final minimum contribution of at least $25,000. 

  

During his three years as head coach of the Hawks, Budenholzer’s team has averaged 25.4 assists per game, 

the second-highest average in the league during 

that period. The Hawks have led the Eastern 

Conference in assists during each of those seasons. 

  

In Georgia currently, nearly 19% of Georgia’s 

population is food insecure, meaning they do not 

have the financial resources to access enough 

nutritious food to live a healthy life. That figure includes more than one in every four Georgia children and one 

in every 10 seniors. 

  

“As I learned more about the important work that the Food Bank was doing and how dire the need was in our 

state, I became moved to act. I believe each of us can make a difference and can help to eradicate hunger 

right where we live,” Budenholzer said. “Playing unselfish basketball is a core component of our basketball 

culture and high assist totals are a great indicator that we are playing the right way. With the Assists for 

Hunger program, they will take on an even more significant meaning this season.” 

  

The Food Bank procures and distributes close to 70 million pounds of food and grocery products each year, 

and distributes that product to more than 600 nonprofit partner agencies with food assistance programs 

across 29 metro Atlanta and north Georgia counties. 

  

"This is an amazing opportunity, especially in partnership with a team that outshines the competition when it 

comes to assists and great basketball," said Kyle Waide, President and CEO of Atlanta Community Food Bank. 

"Hunger remains a critical issue for many of the working families, children and seniors in our community and 

we are so grateful for such an incredible showing of support from Coach Bud and the entire Hawks team. It 

makes a difference in so many lives." 

  

Those interested in donating to ACFB can find out more at http://acfb.org/. 

  



Every $1 donated to ACFB helps provide four meals for hungry children, hardworking families and struggling 

seniors. 

  

Budenholzer, the 2014-15 NBA Coach of the Year, and the Hawks tip-off the 2016-17 season on Thursday 

against the Washington Wizards at 7:30 p.m. at Philips Arena. 

  

# TrueToAtlanta # 

  

ABOUT ATLANTA COMMUNITY FOOD BANK: 

The Atlanta Community Food Bank works to end hunger with the food, people and big ideas needed to ensure 

our neighbors have the nourishment to lead healthy and productive lives. Far too many people in our own 

community experience hunger every day, including children, seniors and working families. Through more than 

600 nonprofit partners, we help more than 755,000 people get healthy food every year. Our goal is that, by 

2025, all hungry people across metro Atlanta and North Georgia will have access to the nutritious meals they 

need when they need them. It takes the power of our whole community to make that possible. Join us at 

ACFB.org.  

  

ABOUT THE ATLANTA HAWKS: 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain 

committed to making Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the 

Hawks have made the postseason in nine consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for 

the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, 

diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the 

organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta 

neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our fans with 

unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home 

game for the 2016-17 regular season games, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-

715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.comtoday or follow us on twitter 

@ATLHawks. 


