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ATLANTA HAWKS STAR PAUL MILLSAP TO PROVIDE NEW BACKPACKS AND SUPPLIES FOR  

M. R. HOLLIS INNOVATION ACADEMY STUDENTS 
The Paul Millsap Foundation will deliver backpacks full of supplies to families on Monday, Aug. 1 

  

ATLANTA — Hawks forward Paul Millsap, through his Paul Millsap Foundation, will provide new backpacks and school 

supplies for the entire student body of the soon-to-be-opened M.R. Hollis Innovation Academy in Atlanta’s Westside. 

The three-time all-star will deliver the backpacks to families on Monday, Aug. 1 at 12 p.m. at the school’s inaugural open 

house and registration. The 2016-17 school year officially begins on Wednesday, Aug. 3 for students. 
 

The new Academy is located on the Westside, less than 10 minutes away from Philips Arena, and is a core part of the 

Westside revitalization efforts and its dedication to creating sustainable education. Approximately 25% of the current 

student population is homeless and 100% qualify for a free or reduced lunch program. 
 

“Education has always been of significant importance to me and my family. I’m thankful that through my foundation I 

can provide much-needed supplies to children as they start school and some relief to parents who have a hard time 

making ends meet,” Millsap said. 
 

The new STEM school is named for Michael R. Hollis, an African-American entrepreneur who graduated from 

Washington High School on the Westside. When the academy opens on Wednesday, it will serve grades Pre-K through 

5th, and grow one grade each year until it becomes Pre-K though 8th.   
 

"The staff and students at Hollis are grateful for the tremendous partnership and support from the Paul Millsap 

Foundation,” said Dr. Diamond Jack, principal of Hollis Innovation Academy.  “The backpacks and supplies are critical to 

help our families start the school year off strong.” 
 

Hollis Innovation Academy is also a part of the EL Education network of schools, which has utilized research-based 

strategies to transform education for over 20 years in over 150 schools across 30 states. 



 

  
 

MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

What:  Hawks star Paul Millsap to Provide Backpacks, Supplies for Students at Hollis Innovation Academy 

 

Who:   Paul Millsap, Hawks Forward 

Dr. Meria Carstarphen, APS Superintendent 

Dr. Diamond Jack, Hollis Innovation Academy Principal 

 

When:   Monday, Aug. 1, 2016 

            11 a.m. – 1 p.m. (Millsap arrives for backpack distribution at 12 p.m.) 

 

Where:  Hollis Innovation Academy 

225 James P Brawley Drive NW  

Atlanta, GA 30314  

 

 

Media planning to attend should RSVP to Jelani.Downing@Hawks.com. 

 

#TrueToAtlanta 

 

ABOUT M.R. HOLLIS INNOVATION ACADEMY 

The Michael R. Hollis Innovation Academy opened in 2016-2017 academic year in order to intentionally embed science, 

math, engineering and mathematics instruction in a unique and rigorous curriculum. The Hollis model encourages all 

stakeholders to embody the Six Habits of Hollis: Collaboration, Communication, Creativity, Empathy, Self-Discipline, and 

Perseverance. This PreK-8 school prepares students to be ready for college and careers. Hollis is a part of Atlanta Public 

Schools. 

  

ABOUT THE ATLANTA HAWKS 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed 

to making Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the 

postseason in nine consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history 

in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of 

Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, 

whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball 

camps, or surprising and delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which 

includes your seat for every home game for the 2016-17 regular season games, is on sale now at 

www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to 

www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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