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LeBron James emphasizes he won't be taking Atlanta Hawks lightly 

By Chris Haynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio – Even though the Cleveland Cavaliers have converted a touchdown and an extra 

point against their second-round opponent the Atlanta Hawks, LeBron James says that seven-game 

winning streak is irrelevant. 

"For us, we don't know nothing about these stats until you guys bring them to us and hopefully none of 

the guys here [know it], he said. 

"You know our only concern is how we can be well prepared for Monday night's game. That's all that 

matters. It doesn't matter if you can win 100 straight games against somebody. If you lose four in a row, 

then you're out of the playoffs." 

The streak includes the sweep in last year's Eastern Conference Finals, a conference finals James 

dominated in record-breaking fashion. He posted numbers of 30.3 points, 11.0 rebounds, and 9.3 assists 

against the Hawks in that series. 

James is all by himself in that no player has ever averaged at least 30 points, 10 rebounds and nine 

assists in an NBA playoff matchup. The four-time MVP is honed in on the task at hand. He likely won't 

have to put up the same type of numbers against Atlanta this time around, but he'll bring the same type 

of attention to detail and intensity level. 

"You shouldn't have to ramp up focus going from one round to the next," James said. "I think that 

should automatically be a given. Once the postseason starts, just knowing how every possession matters 

and everyone in the playoffs can beat you and that's why they're there." 

Atlanta still hasn't gotten over how it was eliminated last year. The Hawks were hobbled by injuries to 

Kyle Korver and DeMarre Carroll, who is now a member of the Toronto Raptors. Kent Bazemore and Jeff 

Teague said they're coming into this series with a chip on their shoulders after defeating the Boston 

Celtics in six games during the opening round. 

They're seeking payback. 

"Because at the end of the day, what happened in the past doesn't define what happens today," James 

reiterated. "We have to focus on the now. All the things that happened in the past do not matter to our 

focus this week." 

Keeping Al Horford and Paul Millsap in check will be difficult. These are two versatile frontcourt players 

who can stretch the court and put the ball on the floor. Kevin Love and Tristan Thompson will have their 

hands full. It might not be a series Timofey Mozgov can play in. 

"The thing with their bigs, they're great passers," Cavs coach Tyronn Lue said. "They can make the right 

play, they're great passers and then with Al Horford at the five, he can pick and pop and make 3-point 

shots, the 17-, 18-foot shot, which is different than [Andre] Drummond. They put you in some different 

positions." 



 

 

 

From an outside perspective, it looks like the Hawks don't stand a chance. But that's why they play the 

game. 

"I think they're still a well-coached, well-balanced group of guys," James said. "They're obviously going 

to be motivated by what happened last year and we look forward to them playing their best basketball. 

It's not for me to talk about the difference between last year. I can only focus on this year and they're a 

very good team." 

 

 

  


