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Celtics' Thomas on swipe: 'I didn't mean to hit (Schroder) in the head' 

By Mike Coppinger 

BOSTON — Isaiah Thomas doesn't expect to be disciplined following the 111-103 Game 3 victory over 

the Atlanta Hawks on Saturday. 

The All-Star guard, who scored a career-high 42 points, slapped Dennis Schroder as he was heading up 

the court past the free-throw line late in the first quarter. 

The Hawks' third-year guard, who was a game-time decision with an ankle injury, protested with an 

official to no avail. He didn't take kindly to it and replied with a hip check on the other end of the court. 

Thomas jumped up to go after Schroder, but big man Jared Sullinger intercepted him as the players 

jawed at each other. A double technical was assessed after cooler heads prevailed. 

“I didn’t mean to hit him in the head,” Thomas said. “He got mad, he was talking, but it’s playoff 

basketball, that’s what it’s about. I’m not going to back down from anybody and he knows that.” 

Schroder certainly didn't let the incident get to him. He scored 20 points and was instrumental in 

Atlanta's rally from a 20-point deficit. Veteran Kyle Korver said there was never any thought 

of retaliation from the bench. 

"I know (coach Mike Budenholzer) read us a really long memo before the playoffs started saying what 

would happen if you threw a punch. I haven't seen the replay, I know Dennis said he got hit, but I'm sure 

we'll hear and see a lot about it in the next couple of days." 

Said team leader Al Horford: "Especially a younger guy, you want to make sure you mentor them and 

you feel good. They haven't been in these situations before, these types of games. It's important that we 

all stay together and keep our focus." 

Budenholzer was unsure why the play wasn't reviewed. Certainly, Thomas did connect with his left hand 

on the side of Schroder's head. 

"I have seen it back in the locker room," the coach said. "My thoughts are the league will review it; the 

league does a good job on all things like this and they have high standards and all teams are aware of 

their emphasis during the playoffs. As far as an explanation, there wasn't an explanation." 

 

 

  


