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Raptors fall to Hawks despite return of DeMarre Carroll 

By Chris O’Leary 

ATLANTA—Thursday night was a big one for DeMarre Carroll, but Friday morning is what will really 

matter. 

On Thursday, the Raptors forward played for the first time, against his former team the Atlanta Hawks 

no less, since having arthroscopic surgery on his right knee Jan. 6. He was a last-minute add-on to the 

roster, with Raptors coach Dwane Casey shifting him from out to questionable to available just a couple 

hours before tipoff. 

The Raptors’ 95-87 loss to the Hawks felt secondary, though, to the Raptors getting their No. 1 

perimeter defender back on the court after a 41-game hiatus. 

Carroll played physical in his 13:50 and had five points, four steals and a rebound. He said prior to the 

game he was hoping to play somewhere between 10 and 15 minutes. 

The big test, of course, will come Friday morning when Carroll and the Raptors get to see how his knee 

reacted to a 41-game absence. 

“That’s going to be the biggest challenge,” Carroll said, after some post-game treatment from the 

training staff. “Going on this flight, after playing (Thursday) and going straight directly on a flight. Those 

are some of the things regular fans don’t see or understand. 

“We’ll see how it turns out (Friday).” 

Carroll, who spent the previous two seasons with the Hawks, seemed to only recently have received 

word he’d be playing on Thursday. He said playing in Atlanta in front of his family was a nice bonus. 

He checked into the game at the start of the second quarter and stole the ball from Hawks guard Dennis 

Schroder. His shot was off early — he was 2-for-4 from the field and didn’t score his first basket until he 

hit an elbow three more than four minutes into the fourth quarter — but he was aggressive on defence 

and wasn’t afraid to throw his body around. He set a particularly hard screen to get open things up for 

that three-pointer. 

“It felt good,” Carroll said. “I got it in, did what I was supposed to do, and that’s be active, do the dirty 

work. Try to get steals and play good defence.” 

“He gave us energy,” Casey said. “He’s on a minute limitation. I thought he came in and gave it to us 

defensively. Made a big shot, but it’s going to take him time. We don’t expect him to come out and 

change the world right off the bat.” 

While the Raptors play out the string on this regular-season with the second spot in the Eastern 

Conference secured, the results between now and next week’s finale against Brooklyn will be 

forgettable. Getting Carroll back in the lineup in time for when the games really start to matter, when 

Carroll’s defensive ability will really be needed, is the most important part of this final stretch of the 

Raptors’ pre-playoff run. 



 

 

 

“He looked good,” said Raptors guard DeMar DeRozan, who along with fellow all-star Kyle Lowry 

struggled from the field in the loss. The backcourt pair was a combined 13-for-39, and both had 16 

points. 

“That’s a big lift, man. That’s one of our key players on this team and to have him back in the rotation is 

nothing but a positive for us.” 

Carroll said he’s been dealing with his knee swelling since rejoining his teammates in practices on March 

30, but that there’s no further damage that can be done to the knee. With the Raptors playing a back-to-

back, hosting the Indiana Pacers at the Air Canada Centre on Friday, the morning will hold many answers 

for the 29-year-old, both about his status for that game and what this next week could look like for him. 

“It’s in my head (to play), that’s my plan,” Carroll said. “I’m not sure what Masai (Ujiri) and the medical 

staff, coach Casey (will say). It’s up to them. Hopefully I can ramp up my minutes in time for the playoffs 

to come and I’ll be playing 25-30.” 

Carroll’s comeback game was a great stage for him, but one the Raptors themselves weren’t on. They 

played catch-up all night, falling behind by double digits throughout the game and trailed by as much as 

14 to a Hawks team fighting for the third seed in the Eastern Conference. 

Toronto got back within two points in the final minute of the game, but Jeff Teague’s three-point play on 

Cory Joseph pushed the Hawks’ lead to five to preserve the win. Teague finished with a game-high 23 

points. 

 

 

 

  


