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BERT’S BIG ADVENTURE CHILD BECOMES 6TH MAN IN STARTING LINEUP FOR  

ATLANTA HAWKS ON APRIL 5TH 

2016 Bert’s Big Adventure Child Raynel Granell-Lopez Receives VIP Experience from Atlanta Hawks  
 

ATLANTA (April 4, 2016) — The Atlanta Hawks have teamed up with Bert’s Big Adventure to create another magical moment for a young 

basketball fan. Eleven-year-old Raynel Granell-Lopez of Powder Springs, Georgia, was surprised by the NBA basketball team in mid-February 

with the opportunity to join them in an upcoming regular season game as their guest of honor, introducing him as the 6th man of the team’s 

starting lineup.  

 

Raynel, who suffered from a brain injury after being diagnosed with bacterial meningitis when he was 4 years old, was chosen to be one of 13 

children who took part in this year’s annual trip to Walt Disney World® as a part of Bert’s Big Adventure. Bert’s Big Adventure is a nonprofit 

organization that provides a magical, all-expenses-paid, five-day journey to Walt Disney World® for children with chronic and terminal ill-

nesses and their families. He was surprised with the opportunity as well as his own competitive sports wheelchair during the organization’s Big 

Send-Off Party hosted by The Bert Show which includes a live broadcast of the radio show, Disney characters and surprises for the children, 

with the ultimate goal of creating magical moments for these deserving families. 

 
The VIP experience provided by the Atlanta Hawks will take place on Tuesday, April 5th. Raynel will kick-off the afternoon with a private 

basketball lesson from David Snowden with assistance from the Atlanta Hawks team and coaches, as well as Live Studio Analyst Mike Glenn. 

The experience will also include court side access to the pre-game shoot around, private locker room tour and a special introduction to the team 

as Raynel is announced as the 6th man for the game and guest of honor during the starting line-up. Raynel will enjoy the duration of the game 

in a private suite with his family to catch the Atlanta Hawks take on the Phoenix Suns at Philips Arena. 

 

ATTACHMENT 
BBA Raynel.jpg – Raynel Granell-Lopez, a Bert’s Big Adventure participant, poses with Bert’s Big Adventure staff and Atlanta Hawks alum-

nus Mike Glenn. (Photo by Dash Photography) 

 
 

### 

About Atlanta Hawks 
With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans 

proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in nine consecutive seasons and 

reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclu-

sion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges 

through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, 

or surprising and delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. For more information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com 

today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

 

About Bert's Big Adventure 
Established in 2002, Bert’s Big Adventure is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides a magical, all-expenses-paid, five-day journey to 

Walt Disney World® for children with chronic and terminal illnesses and their families. To qualify for Bert’s Big Adventure, children must be 

between the ages of 5 and 12, live in “The Bert Show” radio listening area, prove financial need and have never been to Walt Disney World®. 

Following the annual trip, Bert’s Big Adventure provides year-round support through initiatives such as the Reunion Adventures, the Fairy 

Godparent volunteer program and additional charitable services. The trip and programs create a community of families that establish lasting 

friendships with others facing similar challenges. For more information on Bert’s Big Adventure, hit up bertsbigadventure.org. 

 

About The Bert Show 

The Bert Show offers a blend of lifestyle advice, national entertainment news, celebrity interviews, humor and on-air community to listeners 

for 14+ years. The program’s success lies in its lack of formula and the openness of the cast members to share the most intimate and vulnerable 

details of their lives. Since its inception, The Bert Show has grown considerably recently expanding to encompass 17 markets. An estimated 

one million people tune in each week from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. EST. In addition, the show gives back to the community through numerous chari-

table events and programs, including Bert’s Big Adventure, founded by Bert and Stacey Weiss. 

 

The Bert Show is syndicated by YEA Networks which creates and produces some of the most popular radio and online content in the American 



entertainment industry.  For syndication information, please contact Greg Jake Gibbins at 972-432-0379 or jake@Yeanetworks.com. 

 

Media Contact:  
Atlanta Hawks: Garin Narain - Atlanta Hawks and Philips Arena - 404-395-0710 or garin.narain@hawks.com  

The Bert Show/Bert’s Big Adventure: Natalie Macking - Premier Agency - 404-792-3841 or natalie@premieragencyinc.com  


