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Korver comes alive for Hawks, who smother dismal Celtics 

By Sekou Smith 

ATLANTA — Kyle Korver couldn't find the bottom of the net with GPS in the Atlanta Hawks' Game 1 win 

over the Boston Celtics on Saturday night. 

He took 10 shots and made just one, and tossed up a donut (0-for-7) from beyond the 3-point line, a 

dismal showing for one of the league's premier distance shooters throughout the course of his career. 

Even the great shooters find themselves caught up in the matrix of their own making sometimes. It feels 

good, the muscle memory still works, but -- for whatever reason -- the shots just don't go down. 

Whatever issues Korver battled over the weekend cleared up dramatically by Tuesday night, when his 

marksmanship from long range sparked a wicked first quarter run for the Hawks as they pushed their 

lead to 2-0 with a wire-to-wire 89-72 win at Philips Arena. 

Korver drained four of his five 3-pointers in the opening minutes as the Hawks ran up a 21-point lead 

while also smothering the Celtics on the defensive end, holding them to a franchise-record low seven 

points in the first quarter. 

With the offensive flowing early and the defense working in concert (the Hawks recorded a playoff 

franchise-record 15 blocks), they had no trouble turning back the short-handed Celtics, who played 

without Avery Bradley (hamstring) andKelly Olynyk (shoulder). 

The bounce back effort for Korver, however, was simple. 

"We all have pride, right?" he said. "I wanted to come out and play better in the second game. I think I 

was playing pretty focused. I came out and made a couple of shots early, which was great." 

And exactly what Celtics coach Brad Stevens was worried about. Korver sits atop his list of concerns 

whenever his team faces the Hawks. Tuesday night's start only served to reinforce that concern. 

"Korver is one of the main things we talk about every time we walk into this building, every time we 

walk into the hotel and every time we land in Atlanta," Stevens said. "We know that we have to be in his 

airspace or else we're toast. You knew coming off of a 1-10 game, he was going to have the hunger to 

make shots and take shots early on. We talked about that, but it was just a matter of we lost him a few 

times, and then our transition [defense] was bad, especially in that first quarter. We had some moments 

throughout the game where our transition [defense] was bad. That first quarter, they were moving at 

one speed that we weren't at." 

The Hawks moved at that speed defensively all night, closing out on shots on the perimeter and 

consistently denying any and all access around the rim. 

For a franchise with playoff milestones thicker than an old school phone book, the Celtics found 

themselves in uncharted territory for futility on this night. 

They made just three of their 23 shots in that brutal first quarter and set the franchise record for the 

lowest-scoring playoff quarter since the league was founded in 1949. 



 

 

 

"They outplayed us in every category in that first quarter," Stevens said. "That wasn't just the bad shots 

by any means. That was one team playing at a very elite level and one team not ...The only part of the 

defensive effort that I was upset by was losing Korver a few times, and then the transition defense. But 

other than that, we really guarded. We just put too much pressure on ourselves to make shots later 

because every one of them mattered so much, just to have a chance to get back in the game. We can't 

start like that." 

They also cannot let the Hawks, a team not noted for its shot-blocking prowess, control things that way 

again. The Hawks own the best field goal percentage defense in the league this season, even better than 

the San Antonio Spurs. 

But the best shot blocker in the building Tuesday night was former Hawks finger-waving Hall of Famer 

Dikembe Mutombo, who waived that finger for the TNT cameras several times to the roaring approval 

of the crowd. 

That's what made the Hawks' rim-protecting effort so startling. 

"They did a great job walling up," said Celtics swingman Evan Turner. "A couple head fakes; if we had 

faked more or kicked it out it would have been a little bit better. They did a great job defensively. I don't 

think all those blocked shots were straight out verticality. But, they did a great job defensively. They 

started off great and kept the lead the whole game." 

It was all part of the plan, the safeguarding of the lane and the space above and around the rim. Isaiah 

Thomas and Bradley helped the Celtics back into Game 1 by attacking the heart of the Hawks' defense. 

Without Bradley and Olynyk, two of their better shooters, available it was just a matter of setting that 

trap. 

"They say we don't have any rim protectors," Hawks forward Kent Bazemoresaid. "Al [Horford] and Paul 

[Millsap], our bigs, they are so crafty with their hands. Our guards stay pestering the ball. When guys 

drive in there, we just kind of filter them right there to the bigs, and they clean it up. Good hustle, those 

bigs protecting the rim. Thabo [Sefolosha], his length, he's out on the perimeter blocking shots. It's 

contagious. You get a block. You get a stop. You go down and get a bucket. We try to get the Hawks 

cycle going. That's what we call it." 

When it's working, the other side of that cycle includes Korver threatening the opposition with his ability 

to go off at any time from long range. He has to be accounted for at all times, and you see teams 

shading his way defensively even when he's not making shots. It's a formula the Hawks have used to 

their advantage time and again. 

They'll make sure to pack it for the trip to Boston for Game 3 Friday night, when the Celtics can ill afford 

another sluggish start. 

The Hawks have their first 2-0 lead in a playoff series against the Celtics in franchise history. And they 

are 5-0 all-time when taking a 2-0 lead in a playoff series. 

"We've been talking a lot of about a 48-minute game," Korver said. "The beginning is part of that 48 

minutes. We've gotten off to some pretty great leads in this series in the first quarter. We'd like to keep 

that going." 

 


