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Hawks think Celtics helped prime them for Cavaliers 

By Tim Healey 

The scene in the Hawks’ locker room Thursday night was one of reserved merriment, a subdued 

celebratory mood as they acknowledged their success as well as the challenge ahead. 

Atlanta had just finished off the Celtics, 104-92, in Game 6 to end the teams’ first-round playoff series. A 

late-morning flight home on Friday awaited. For a night, before concerning themselves fully with a 

second-round date with the top-seeded Cavaliers, the Hawks could enjoy this win. 

Al Horford (15 points) and Kyle Korver (14 points, 9 rebounds) headed to the podium. Dennis Schroder 

checked both of his very busy smartphones. Jeff Teague loudly looked for some lotion, and Tim 

Hardaway Jr. hooked him up. 

The Hawks, with three days off until they start their series in Cleveland, were loose. 

“It feels great. [The Celtics] gave us a tough series,” Kent Bazemore said. “Definitely earned it, but I think 

this really primes us for what’s ahead — tough, grind-it-out games against a team that keeps coming. It 

teaches you how to stay the course. I think we grew up a lot in this series alone.” 

The last five minutes of the series were critical. Boston whittled what was once a 28-point Atlanta lead 

down to 12 with three-plus minutes to play and 10 with a little less than two minutes to go. 

The Celtics never got closer than that, but the Hawks had to work for it. As Schroder put it, the Celtics 

“can come back at any time.” 

“We learned from before with this team,” Horford said, “that no lead is safe.” 

Added Bazemore: “They were making tough shots and we were getting a little shaky there. You’re kind 

of staying on edge and keep pushing til the clock hits zero.” 

It helped that the Hawks had help from their bench. They had 10 players get on the scoresheet, and the 

bench combined for 32 points (the Celtics’ reserves had 28) and 16 rebounds. 

Schroder contributed 12 points and eight assists. His layup with just under 10 minutes to play in the 

fourth quarter extended the Hawks’ lead to 28. 

“Everybody contributed during those runs,” said Atlanta coach Mike Budenholzer. “You can’t go on a run 

unless you’re getting stops, so I thought we were making it difficult on [the Celtics] to score and get 

good looks and everybody was rebounding and get out and go.” 

Eleven of Horford’s 15 points came during a third quarter in which the Hawks outscored the Celtics, 39-

26, to effectively put the game away. Horford made all five of his shot attempts. 

“My teammates found me for a lot of easy baskets there, kind of got me going,” Horford said. “I knew it 

was a matter of time until I picked it up again on the offensive end. The third quarter was a good quarter 

for me and for our team.” 



 

 

 

For the Hawks, the second round will be a chance to avenge last season’s Eastern Conference finals loss 

— a sweep — to the Cavaliers. 

“I think we’re a better team than last year. I really do,” Korver said. “Our identity is more on the 

defensive end than the offensive end this year. We know we’re going to have to play really well to beat 

them. Our defense is going to have to be what it was this series, if not better, and our offense is going to 

have to be a lot better.” 

That will all start next week. For a night, at least, the Hawks could relish staying alive. 

“It’s a long summer when you got a lot of basketball to watch,” Bazemore said. “So it’s good to be one of 

the teams that moves forward and fights for the trophy.” 

 

  


