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Hawks' playoff experience shines brightly in Game 1 vs. Celtics 

By Ohm Youngmisuk 

ATLANTA –- A 19-point second-quarter lead had vanished, and with it, all the air in a Philips Arena that 

had been loud, and not only because of those bright, highlighter shirts that Atlanta Hawks fans wore. 

The Hawks had watched an incredibly stubborn Boston Celtics squad roar back from yet another 

massive deficit to take an 83-80 lead with 6:49 left in the fourth quarter. 

Jae Crowder buried a 3-pointer, one of six Boston threes in the fourth, to give the Celtics the lead. 

Atlanta, a team that won 60 games last season and was the East's top seed, was on the verge of a 

devastating collapse at home in Game 1 a year later. 

But Kent Bazemore felt something he had experienced from a year ago. Playoff experience from last 

season's run to the Eastern Conference finals started to kick in. 

There was no panic or overwhelming nerves, no paralysis to the Hawks' flowing, ball-movement offense. 

Instead, a calmness and purpose that can only come from having been in nerve-wracking situations 

washed over the Hawks. 

In what might be the most evenly matched first-round pairing in the playoffs, the Hawks pulled out the 

one advantage that could ultimately decide a series that seems almost destined to go the distance –- 

their experience gained last year. 

"Jae Crowder had one in the corner that put them up three but instead of panicking and looking around, 

we just get back in our set and continue to run our offense," Bazemore said. "Last year ... going that 

deep, it does [matter]. 

"As much as people say it is a different year, experience sometimes beats talent. And us going that far 

really helps us out." 

From that point on, the Hawks absorbed every punch Boston threw and responded. Jeff Teague scored 

all nine of his fourth-quarter points from that point, and Al Horford had another six points, some key 

rebounds and a pivotal block to help Atlanta survive Game 1 with a 102-101 victory. 

Just how crucial was winning Game 1? According to ESPN Stats & Information, the Hawks are 2-25 in a 

series all time when they drop the first game. 

And that doesn't even factor in the surging belief Boston would have had if it had erased a 19-point 

deficit and stole Game 1 in Atlanta. It is quite possible that Boston could go into Game 2 feeling as if it 

has momentum after knowing it could storm back the way it did, with plenty of chances to have pulled 

out the road victory. Although Avery Bradley's hamstring injury threatens to put a damper. 

But for the Hawks, this again proved they could pull out games like this, the kind that can turn on you 

even quicker than Teague can get to the rim. And perhaps the Hawks needed to be reminded that they 

can find ways to win these type of games, as they did a season ago when their second-round series 

against Washington could have easily gone the Wizards' way on several occasions. 



 

 

 

"They are a great team as far as playing from behind," Bazemore said, noting how Boston had just 

erased a 26-point deficit to beat Miami in the regular-season finale on Wednesday. "It was big for us to 

show that resiliency. When things aren't going your way ... we got a little erratic, but that playoff 

experience we had from last season, it always comes back in certain moments and it was huge tonight." 

Bazemore provided the Hawks with the kind of athleticism they need when coach Mike Budenholzer's 

offense isn't able to manufacture the kind of open shots they wish to get. Bazemore scored 23 points 

and got to the foul line 10 times. His 3-pointer late in the second quarter pushed the Hawks up by 19 at 

51-32. 

Atlanta played smothering and physical defense, helping hold Boston to 12-of-52 shooting and 2-for-16 

from beyond the 3-point arc by halftime. 

"Another point of emphasis was physicality," Paul Millsap said of what the Hawks learned from last 

season's playoff run. "We weren't as physical last year. Tonight was a good night to set that tone. I felt 

like especially in the first half, we did that." 

But Boston predictably clawed its way back and Teague -- the Hawks' X-factor because when he can get 

out and run and get to the rim, he can crank Atlanta up to another gear -- had to go to work for much of 

his 23 points and 12 assists. His final nine points saved the Hawks, who watched shooter Kyle Korver 

struggle through a 1-for-10 night that included missing all seven of his 3-point attempts. 

The Hawks might be able to survive without Korver's sharp shooting, but they can't afford to have 

Teague drift in and out of this series or Atlanta will go home. With the relentless Isaiah Thomas (27 

points) on the other end, Teague knows he has to play the way he did when the Hawks got past the 

Wizards in the second round last year. 

Teague averaged 19.5 points and 6.7 assists in the final four games of that series against an injured but 

unyielding John Wall. And he might have to play better against Boston. 

With Game 1 tied at 88-88 on Saturday, Teague hit Horford (24 points and 12 rebounds) for a layup to 

break the tie. Teague then stole the ball and found Millsap (14 points) for another layup. And when 

Boston got within two, Teague scored on a driving layup with 2:11 left. He hit three free throws down 

the stretch to help Atlanta hang on. 

Game 1 belongs to the Hawks, who know that they will need every and any advantage they can get to 

escape this first round against Boston. 

"It's going to be a very tough fight," Teague said. "I think we are evenly matched, play similar styles. It is 

like playing against yourself, a mirror. It is going to be a dogfight." 

 

  


