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Bazemore's energy, humor pacing Hawks 

By Nick Morgan 

ATLANTA (CBS46) - With six minutes to go in game one, the Atlanta Hawks needed a spark. Up 19 points 

at one point, they now trailed the Boston Celtics by two points. The home crowd at Phillips Arena was 

silent, the Hawks players could feel momentum slipping away. 

Enter Kent Bazemore. 

On the next offensive possession, Bazemore saved an errant pass that would have otherwise resulted in 

a Hawks turnover, made a move around Amir Johnson, took some contact, and watched his up-and-

under layup attempt bounce in to tie the score. The Hawks would not trail again in the game. 

It's the gritty, hard-nose plays like those that made Bazemore the Hawks' clear MVP in game one. He 

was all over the court. One moment, he was making a key pass or drawing a foul on a drive to the 

basket. The next, he was putting pressure on the Celtics' ball-handler or crashing the boards to lock up a 

key rebound. 

"It was definitely just effort," says Bazemore. "I didn't play with anything that would make people be like 

'oh wow, I didn't know he could do that.'" 

But Hawks fans be like, "that was an impressive game by Bazemore." He finished game one with 23 

points, 8 rebounds, 2 blocks, and a steal. Three of those points came on crucial free throws at the end of 

the game that helped seal the Hawks' victory. But the key moment for him may have happened off the 

court, during a Hawks timeout in the middle of that late Celtics rally. 

"Every time out I'll try to come over and say a few words, say something to get the guys going," says 

Bazemore. "I even make them laugh sometimes because it helps." 

Yes... laughter. In the middle of a crucial timeout in an NBA playoff game. 

"When there's pressure against your team, when (the Celtics) come back from a huge deficit, when the 

crowd's just out of it, sometime's laughter just helps you take your mind away from the moment, and 

get back out there and refocus." 

Apparently, it resonates with the team just fine. The Hawks sealed the deal to take a 1-0 series lead over 

the Celtics. 

Bazemore won't have many of those 23 point nights, but he's still one of the most important players on 

the team. In the postseason, teams need a player like Bazemore. A player who's willing to get his hands 

dirty to make an important play, a leader who will be the first to speak up when things aren't going in 

the right direction, a catalyst who will make a high-energy play to get the crowd, and his 

teammates back in the game. Bazemore's teammates recognize that. 

"His energy is contagious," says Hawks guard Jeff Teague. "Once he gets going and the crowd gets going, 

when he starts beating his chest and blocking shots and all of those things, we need that. It's been a joy 

playing with him." 



 

 

 

Bazemore says his play is just a tribute to the city he now calls home. 

"Teammates, coaches, even the city. They encourage me to do well and it helps."I love playing for the 

city, I love playing for this team, and I love playing for my teammates. I just give it my all and let 

everything else fall into place." 

Hawks to Korver: "Just keep shooting." 

While Kent Bazemore had a game to remember, Kyle Korver had one to forget. 

The normally solid shooter finished 1-10 from the field Saturday night, including 0-7 from three-point 

range. With only two points Saturday, Korver has gone four straight games without scoring in double 

figures. 

However, his point guard, Jeff Teague, doesn't think that should stop Korver from firing away. 

"I would tell him to shoot more," Teague responded when asked what he'd say to Korver. "I would tell 

him not to think about it, and to just keep shooting." 

"He's a mentally tough player, so I don't think (the misses) bother him. I just think when he misses a 

couple he gets a little gun-shy. We want him to shoot 30 shots."  

This year, Korver's 3-point percentage is .399, a huge drop off from the .492 percentage he posted last 

year.  

Budenholzer thrilled for Atkinson's move 

On Sunday, the Brooklyn Nets announced Hawks assistant coach Kenny Atkinson will become their new 

head coach once the Hawks' postseason run ends. Perhaps no one (besides Atkinson) was more thrilled 

about this move than this longtime friend and current boss, head coach Mike Budenholzer. 

"I think it says a lot about Kenny," Budenholzer says. "He's helped make this program what it is.I'm very 

happy for him and his family. I think it's a well-deserved opportunity." 

Atkinson will be reunited in Brooklyn with another one of Budenholzer's long-time friends, Sean Marks, 

currently the Nets' general manager. 

"I think together those two guys are taking the right steps to building a winning program and a winning 

culture in Brooklyn." 

  


