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Celtics run out of gas in loss to Hawks 

By Gary Washburn 

ATLANTA — After looking like they would take control midway through the third quarter, the Celtics ran 

out of gas, their defense failed, and they were soundly whipped in the final 18 minutes of the game. 

Boston’s quest for the third seed in the Eastern Conference playoffs took a major hit with a 118-107 loss 

to the Hawks at Philips Arena on Saturday night. 

The Celtics were outscored, 43-20, in the final 17:36 after going on a 14-5 run to take a 12-point lead. 

But the run was deceiving. They couldn’t get consistent defensive stops. Isaiah Thomas was getting 

pestered by the Atlanta defense and coach Brad Stevens had no answer for Paul Millsap, who 

singlehandedly carried Atlanta to the lead. From that point on, the Hawks cruised. 

Atlanta won the season series three games to one and owns a one-game lead and tiebreaker against the 

Celtics. So Boston has to hope Atlanta loses its final two games (to Cleveland and Washington) and while 

winning its final two (against Charlotte and Miami) to claim the third seed. 

For the final 18 minutes, however, Atlanta looked like the better team. The Celtics converted just eight 

field goals after that third quarter run, missing several open looks. Still, they trailed just 105-103 with 

5:08 left. But a Jeff Teague clean steal of Thomas for a layup and free throw, and an Al Horford 3-pointer 

clinched the win. 

“It hurt me,” Thomas said of the loss. “Just because of the position we’re in. We needed this win. We 

were up 12 at one point. The fourth quarter we just couldn’t make shots. It was tough for us. It was a 

tough game for myself. I’m very frustrated. It hurt.” 

The Hawks have exposed the Celtics this season on the interior, but Saturday they scorched Boston from 

beyond the arc. They tied a season high with 17 3-pointers, including five from Millsap, his most in 198 

games. 

The final one was a banked-in 3 from the top of the key that tied the game at 91 late in the third period. 

He ended the quarter with a layup and the Celtics would never lead again. 

“He usually doesn’t hit those shots,” Amir Johnson said of Millsap. “But when he’s making those shots, 

it’s tough. Him and [Dennis] Schroeder I think were the main guys who made shots and pushed the 

game [their way].” 

With Thomas struggling (6 for 19), the Celtics needed someone to step to the forefront offensively. But 

no Celtics scored in double figures in the second half, and that included Avery Bradley, who missed nine 

of his 11 attempts. After making 10 of 17 3-point attempts in the first half, the Celtics made one of 11 in 

the second. 

Celtics coach Brad Stevens refused to admit fatigue played a factor, but they looked ragged once the 

Hawks increased their defensive intensity. 

“I feel we all had good looks the entire game, we just weren’t able to make shots,” Bradley said. “To be 

honest, not to make excuses, everybody is tired, man. I’m beat right now. I don’t think guys had legs in 



 

 

 

the second half. We’re all trying to play hard in the second half, regardless, but I think people we’re a 

little tired.” 

There appeared to be disappointment throughout the locker room because of the game’s repercussions 

and the second-half meltdown. 

“We ran out of shots quicker than they did,” Stevens said. “There are things we could have done 

differently but at the same time I thought we had a number of good looks late that normally fall but 

didn’t. But they put a lot of pressure on us to make them.” 

The second half was so stirring because the Celtics were flawless at times in the first, scoring 71 points 

on 57.8 percent shooting, including four 3-pointers from the struggling Marcus Smart. But the Celtics 

couldn’t get any consistent defensive stops. Atlanta shot 56.3 percent in the first 24 minutes and canned 

10 3-pointers. 

Atlanta is one of the league’s better ball-moving teams and the Hawks continuously burned the Celtics 

with crisp passing, evidenced by a combined 76 points from the trio of Millsap, Teague, and Kent 

Bazemore. 

Bazemore, who missed Atlanta’s win over Toronto on Thursday, was questionable with a sore right 

knee. But he managed to score 6 quick points and then brought Atlanta back from a 6-point second-

period deficit with a stepback 3-pointer that finished with him landing on the scorer’s table. 

The Celtics then tossed in a lazy inbounds pass and Bazemore arose from the scorer’s table, completed 

the steal and layup to slice the deficit to 44-43 at the 7:17 mark. 

The rest of the period was spent with both teams exchanging 3-pointers, with Smart carrying the Celtics 

in one stretch. His four 3-pointers were his most in a game since Feb. 7 against the Pistons. 

His long-range shooting has been a weakness all season, but he sparkled when the Celtics needed to 

keep pace in the first half. 

Smart started the second half over Jared Sullinger, but the Atlanta defense paid him increased attention. 

He scored just 5 points in 16 minutes after halftime, a testament to the Celtics’ offensive issues. 

“We just didn’t make shots when we needed to,” forward Jae Crowder said. “It was a tough game for us 

on a back-to-back, maybe that played a factor. We’re encouraged. We’re not down at all. We’re upbeat. 

We got Charlotte up next.” 

  


