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Kent Bazemore has found a warm spot in Atlanta 

By Gary Washburn 

His world is going too fast for Kent Bazemore to reflect, and it won’t slow down until the end of the 

summer, when he is rewarded with a new free agent contract. 

The Atlanta Hawks swingman was undrafted coming out of Old Dominion in 2012, played sparingly with 

the Warriors before they became dominant, then was briefly with the Lakers before the Hawks signed 

him to what has become one of the bigger bargain deals in the NBA. 

Bazemore agreed to a two-year, $4 million contract before last season, and in 2015-16 was the Hawks’ 

No. 4 scorer and No. 3 rebounder in his first full season as a starter. With the salary cap rising, Bazemore 

could demand perhaps as much as $12 million per season, but he hasn’t thought about future riches. 

“Honestly, I haven’t had time,” he said. “It’s been a very aggressive year as far as scheduling, as far as 

the physical and mental load. 

“I think in December, I had already played 300 more minutes than I had the whole last year. So 

physically, it was a lot. 

“One thing I’ve learned to do this year is live in the moment. You can’t look ahead. You can’t look at the 

last game. You have to live in the moment and appreciate what you have.” 

Bazemore’s road to the NBA was arduous. He was a major contributor for an Old Dominion team that 

lost to Brad Stevens’s Butler squad in the second round of the 2011 NCAA Tournament. Bazemore 

averaged 15.4 points per game as a senior in 2012, but was forced to go the rookie free agent route. 

He signed with the Warriors after a positive summer league stint and spent most of his time with NBADL 

Santa Cruz. But it was a trade-deadline deal that sent Bazemore to the Lakers on Feb. 19, 2014, that 

changed the course of his career. 

After averaging about five minutes per game in 1½ seasons with Golden State, Bazemore played 28 per 

game for the Lakers, averaging 13.3 points, 3.3 rebounds, and 3.1 assists. On a team playing out the 

string without Kobe Bryant, Bazemore was able to showcase himself. 

That audition led to the free agent deal with Atlanta, a place Bazemore enjoys. He relishes being a small-

town kid playing relatively close to home. 

“I grew up in North Carolina, which is right up the street,” he said. “And you can’t beat the South — the 

food, the people, the golf, the weather. The warm embrace you get before the game from the people 

that work here. Whoever you walk by, it’s just love. And it’s sincere and genuine, and that’s something 

you can’t take for granted. 

“I love playing the game for the people in this city. All these people who come out and watch you play, 

you go out and give them 110 percent. To see somebody walk by me, you give them a hug, you [shake 

their hand], you do whatever you can do to put a smile on their face.” 



 

 

 

Bazemore will get his share of free agent offers, but it appears he wants to remain in Atlanta. The Hawks 

will be in a position to make Bazemore a lucrative offer if they wish. 

“This is the best two years of my career as far as individually and professionally,” Bazemore said. “I’ve 

grown as a man and I’m four years in now. I’m coming into my own and it’s a beautiful thing. 

“Being able to be out there and play through your mistakes and have a coach [Mike Budenholzer] who 

takes it personal to coach you. He loves my competitiveness and I love how competitive he is. It’s a 

match made in heaven.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


