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FORMER ST. LOUIS/ATLANTA HAWKS STAR ZELMO BEATY  

TO BE ENSHRINED INTO NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME 

 

ATLANTA, GA — Former St. Louis and Atlanta Hawks center Zelmo Beaty was named yesterday as one of 10 members of 

the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame class of 2016. Elected via the Veteran’s Committee, Beaty will be 

posthumously honored September 8-10, 2016 during this year’s Enshrinement festivities in Springfield, MA. 

 

Nicknamed “Big Z,” Beaty was a Hawk from 1962-69 (including two All-Star appearances), and in his seven seasons with 

the organization, averaged 17.4 points, 11.2 rebounds and 1.5 assists in 34.2 minutes. He also played for the Utah Stars 

of the ABA (where he won a championship and Playoffs MVP in 1971) and the LA Lakers. He was drafted third overall by 

St. Louis in 1962. 

 

As a college star at Prairie View A&M, Beaty led the Panthers to the 1962 NAIA National Championship, while earning 

the MVP Award. He was named to the National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame in 2014. Beaty died on August 27, 

2013. 

 

STATEMENT FROM THE ATLANTA HAWKS BASKETBALL CLUB 

 

“Zelmo Beaty was known as one of the toughest and most talented competitors of his time, and his recognition by the 

Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame is well-deserved. He was a star with the Hawks for several years in both St. Louis and 

Atlanta, and made significant contributions as a union player representative in the NBA and as President of the ABA 

Players Association. The Hawks organization sends congratulations to the family of Zelmo Beaty on this tremendous 

honor.” 
  
 

 

 

# TrueToAtlanta # 
 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making 

Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in eight 

consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the 

organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the 

community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta 

neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks 

experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 2015-16 regular season games, is on 

sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to 

www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 


