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Jazz notes: Now a star in Atlanta, Millsap reflects on time with the Jazz 

By Tony Jones 

Paul Millsap has been an Atlanta Hawk for three years. In those three years, he's made three all-star 

games. His team finished first in the Eastern Conference last season, and has been a playoff fixture. 

That doesn't mean Millsap doesn't still have strong memories of his time with the Utah Jazz. After all, 

three seasons can't erase seven years. 

"When you spend seven years in one place, you are going to develop a strong connection," Millsap said. 

"So when you come back, there are definitely memories, and there isn't much that can erase them. I 

have a lot of memories here, good and bad. But they are memories." 

Millsap's ascent with the Hawks has been startling to some. This has been the best year of his career, 

with the forward averaging 17.5 points, 8.7 rebounds and 3.3 assists per game. 

He's developed into one best all-around power forwards in the NBA. He can hit a 3-pointer as easily as 

he can score in the post with a nimble post move. He can find a cutter for a streaking lay-up as easily as 

he can grab an offensive rebound and convert on a tough putback. 

Millsap acknowledges that he's put himself on the NBA map since his Jazz days. He also said he thought 

he would find that recognition while with the Jazz. There was a hint of regret about that. 

Either way, Millsap has become Atlanta's leader and best player. 

"He means so much to us," Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. "He fits us so well. He plays both ends 

of of the court at a high level. He's very unique in how talented he is with some of the things he does. 

I'm just very thankful he's with us." 

Defending guards 

Jazz head coach Quin Snyder conceded his team didn't have the quickness to consistently stay in front of 

people like Jeff Teague and Dennis Schroder, both point guards who make the Hawks offense go. But he 

said the height and overall length of his perimeter defenders would hopefully make a positive impact. 

"Rodney [Hood] is big for a shooting guard, Gordon [Hayward] at small forward is a good defender," 

Snyder said. "I think Atlanta's quickness really sets them apart at every position. They are unique in that 

respect." 

Sending well wishes 

Budenholzer said he was happy for Shelvin Mack and the new opportunity he's received with the Jazz. 

He said his roster had three high-level point guards, and praised his basketball IQ when speaking of 

Mack. 

 

 


