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Still love those great announcers 

By The Newnan Times-Herald Staff 

When the Good Lord was handing out athletic ability, I must have been standing in the wrong line. 

Yes, I could catch a baseball, kick a soccer ball, and I was a decent tennis player, but I knew from an early 

age my athletic career wasn’t going to take me too far. 

In fact, I played my last organized sports event as a benchwarmer for St. Francis Eagles, my middle 

school basketball team, when I was in the eighth grade. 

Many of my sports heroes weren’t always the men whose names were in the box scores, but the guys 

who sat behind the mike bringing the action to life over the airwaves. 

The dream was to be a sportscaster. I often would turn down the television set and recreate the game 

into a tape recorder. 

I even took it as far as majoring in Mass Communication with an emphasis on broadcasting. 

However, the radio opportunities were limited, and I found a new passion in newspapers, and I have 

worked as a sports writer/editor for nearly 30 years. 

The recent death of Joe Garagiola reminded me of how many great entertaining sportscasters have 

been apart of our lives. 

Garagiola was known more his work in television, coming into many of our living rooms on Saturday as 

part of Major League Baseball’s Game of the Week. 

However, long before cable allowed games into our homes every night, sports fans relied on radio to 

hear the action. 

Great college announcers were practically part of the team. 

Announcer Larry Munson was a legend at the University of Georgia, and Al Ciraldo a legend at Georgia 

Tech. 

Kentucky’s Cawood Ledford was one of the best college basketball announcers ever. 

North Carolina’s Wood Durham was just as much a part of the Tar Heel Nation as basketball coach Dean 

Smith and Michael Jordan. 

In the Durham family, the apple doesn’t fall too far from the tree with sons Wes and Taylor following 

their Dad’s footsteps into the broadcasting business. 

Both Wes and Taylor are proud graduates of my alma mater Elon University, and they were trained well 

to enter the business. 

Atlanta Hawks’ announcer Steve Holman is passionate about his job. 



 

 

 

The Hawks have been on a roller coaster at times during his long career, but it’s obvious he loves what 

he does for a living. 

He has kept me well-informed about the Hawks on my many long drives home. 

It’s easy to see how Holman and Wes Durham have been named Georgia’s Sportscaster of the Year 

many times. 

These days, they are the best in the business. 

Television and the Internet have changed the way we follow our favorite teams, but good announcers 

will always be part of the sports landscape. 

There’s still something special about listening to a game on the radio and having the announcer paint 

the picture. 

 

 

 

  


