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Blogtable: The Best Backup point Guard In the NBA Is…? 

By NBA.com Staff 

> Who is the best backup point guard in the NBA today? 

David Aldridge, TNT analyst: Isn’t The Professor always the answer? All right; if I have to pick someone 

besides 71-year-old Andre Miller, I’ll go with Shaun Livingston — who I don’t believe has missed a 

single shot this season. Maybe it just seems that way. 

Steve Aschburner, NBA.com: If I were going by sheer numbers, I’d tip toward Atlanta’s Dennis 

Schröder. On a per-36-minute basis, the Hawks’ feisty backup to Jeff Teague is averaging nearly 20 

points and eight assists. But one of the traits I value most in a backup PG is stability, which is why I 

choose Sacramento’s Darren Collison. He has the experience and temperament to master that role, 

leading the Kings’ reserves without unduly seeking out his own stats or disrupting the pecking order. At 

16.5 points and 5.0 assists per 36 minutes, his numbers are strong enough — including a career-best 

48.0 field-goal percentage and 39.8 percent on 3-pointers. 

Fran Blinebury, NBA.com: G’day, Mate. I’m riding with Patty Mills. As coach Gregg Popovich micro-

manages the minutes of his Big Three, Mills is playing more than 20 minutes per game behind Tony 

Parker. Mills keeps the pace up, penetrates and has a knack for hitting big 3s. He was instrumental in 

the 2014 championship run and even more important two years later in a graying lineup. 

Scott Howard-Cooper, NBA.com: Probably Shaun Livingston. He makes shots (though without great 

range) and smart plays, is dependable and has the size that not only can create mismatches but is also a 

nice contrast to Stephen Curry. Dennis Schröder is in the conversation as well. And Darren Collison, 

since he has returned to a backup role after starting last season. 

Shaun Powell, NBA.com: I love the spunk that Jeremy Lin is giving the Hornets, but my pick is Dennis 

Schröder of the Hawks, who has raised every facet of his game (11.5 points and 5 assists in 20 minutes 

per). Tough and fearless, Schroder has often played better this season than Jeff Teague, who slumped 

badly early on. I just wish the German would go all-out with his hair as he does on the court. Go full 

blond. Be daring. 

Sekou Smith, NBA.com: I love the way Cory Joseph is being used in Toronto in relief of Kyle Lowry, as 

well as when he and Lowry work together. Coach Dwane Casey found something in that point guard 

rotation. But the best game changer at the position off the bench this season has been Atlanta’s 

Dennis Schröder. He can play at any speed and shreds defenses when he’s attacking the basket and 

finishing over much bigger players. Something has to give eventually with he and Jeff Teague both 

wanting the keys to the car in Atlanta. But for now, Schroder will have to settle for being the best back-

up point guard in the NBA. 

Ian Thomsen, NBA.com: I’m going with Shaun Livingston because of his efficiency, experience and 

game-changing length. But the real proof is in the results: The Warriors have been as close to perfect as 

any team we’ve seen in two decades, and if Livingston wasn’t providing the highest level of leadership 

off the bench then we would definitely notice. 



 

 

 

Lang Whitaker, NBA.com’s All Ball blog: A couple of names came to mind, guys who are currently 

backups but, given the chance, should or could be able to lead NBA teams: Ty Lawson, Brandon 

Jennings, Michael Carter-Williams. But to me the best back-up in the NBA is Atlanta’s Dennis 

Schröder. He ain’t perfect — Schröder can be inconsistent, his jumper needs improving, and he 

sometimes struggles with understanding when to attack and when to pull back. But when he’s on, 

Schröder keeps an All-Star in Jeff Teague on the bench during crunch time. And there aren’t a lot of 

back-ups who can say that. 

 

  


