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Detroit Pistons brought back to Earth by playoff-tested Atlanta Hawks 

By Aaron McMann 

AUBURN HILLS -- The examples were multiple. 

A blocked shot here. Missed assignment there. Get those things and maybe the Detroit Pistons would 

have scored more than 15 points in the first quarter Saturday. But as it turned out, they dug themselves 

a hole early and lost to the Atlanta Hawks, 112-95. 

"The kind of stuff that we all want our teams to do," Pistons coach Stan Van Gundy said. "Our guys got a 

feel for that tonight.  

"I think that if they're honest with themselves, if we're all honest with ourselves - me included -- they 

played at a level that we couldn't match." 

Van Gundy was in rare form Saturday night, electing not to openly bury his team for its performance -- 

38.6 percent shooting, another opponent scoring more than 110 points -- but instead praise the 

opponent. 

"I've been here two years and I don't know if you've heard this out of me yet," Van Gundy said. "But if 

you have it's been one or two times.  

"I'm not saying I was happy with the way we played -- obviously, we didn't play well -- but to me, tonight 

it was about them. Honestly." 

MLive's Aaron McMann recaps Pistons' loss to Atlanta Hawks Detroit saw its five-game winning streak 

snapped Saturday in a 112-95 loss.  

The Hawks, in their third win over Detroit this season and second in 11 days, torched the Pistons for 13 

3-pointers and 45.3 percent shooting. 

They held Detroit to an 0-for-7 start and forced two turnovers in the first four minutes, and before the 

Pistons could blink, they were trailing 11-2. 

"We need to match that intensity. That's a playoff team," Pistons forward Marcus Morris said. "That's a 

team that's trying to fight for something, and after that back-to-back we didn't really have the energy. 

"It really opened my eyes, because they looked like a team that hadn't played in a couple days." 

Truth be told, the Hawks were in the same situation as the Pistons, maybe even more daunting. 

Atlanta played Friday night, a 101-90 win over Milwaukee, and traveled overnight to Detroit, where the 

Pistons slept in their own beds after a seven-point win over the Charlotte Hornets and fifth straight win. 

Both were playing their third game in four days. Detroit is in the midst of a nine-game homestand, 

Atlanta -- winners of 13 of its last 16 -- was playing its third game in as many cities. 



 

 

 

"They've got really high aspirations," Van Gundy said. "They've got a team where a lot of guys that have 

made the deep playoff run and they understand what it's all about. Quite honestly, we're trying to learn 

what it's all about. We don't quite understand it." 

SVG after Pistons' loss to Atlanta: 'Tonight, it was about them' Detroit had its five-game win streak 

snapped Saturday in a 112-95 loss to the Atlanta Hawks.  

Van Gundy only pointed to veterans Aron Baynes (15 points, seven rebounds) and Steve Blake (three 

points, six assists), having significant playoff experience, as matching Atlanta's intensity. 

The rest of his roster, with four of his five starters never played in a playoff game, has some learning to 

do, he said. 

"And I don't say that in a bad way. That's sort of where we are," Van Gundy said. "Hopefully we learn 

from tonight and get better going into Tuesday and these last eight games. It's going to be difficult 

against teams with a lot to play of. Atlanta was terrific tonight. Terrific. And they've been terrific here for 

a while." 

The Pistons' locker room emptied quickly Saturday night. Sunday was a scheduled off day for Easter, but 

there sat Reggie Jackson in sweatpants, sulking in front of his stall. 

All of his 11 points in Saturday's loss came in the first half, and it wasn't for his three assists, he could 

have been mistaken for a ghost in the second. He was 0 for 5 from the floor and held in check by Jeff 

Teague and Dennis Schroder. 

Teague scored 12 points and had 12 assists, Schroder 11 points and seven assists, as Atlanta had eight 

scorers in double figures. 

Schroder told reporters after the gameplan was to "cut the head off the snake."  

The head? Jackson. 

"That's cool," Jackson said. "I scored early, but being one of the league leaders in fourth-quarter scoring 

-- especially down the stretch -- I just wish we had more plays to make plays. I wish we had more 

opportunities to attack and actually do what you do. Do what you're known to do." 

 

 

 

 

  


