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Paul Millsap shows that Utah's loss was Atlanta's gain 

By Jody Genessy 

SALT LAKE CITY — Paul Millsap walked around Salt Lake City on Monday, the day before helping his 

current team beat his old team, and couldn’t help but be nostalgic. 

“Just looking at the scenery, looking at the mountains, downtown,” Millsap said. “It brought back so 

many memories for me.” 

Millsap began his NBA career in Utah after being drafted by the Jazz with the 47th overall pick of the 

2006 draft. The Louisiana Tech product then played his first seven pro seasons in Utah, a place where he 

firmly established his roots until Jazz brass chose not to re-sign him in 2013 in favor of pursuing a new 

future with young bigs Derrick Favors and Enes Kanter. 

While the Jazz continue to get back to playoff form in his absence, things have worked out favorably for 

Millsap. 

He’s been named to the Eastern Conference All-Star team for three straight seasons and is an integral 

member of a solid playoff team. As he did for Utah, the power forward makes up for his undersized 6-

foot-8 frame with a combo of uncanny positioning, footwork and effort. 

Millsap certainly made the Jazz pay Tuesday. 

He scored 12 of his 18 points in the first half and then made a game-clinching layup to put Atlanta up 10 

late after Utah made one final push. 

Millsap said the key for the Hawks was “not panicking.” He also credited point guard Jeff Teague for 

establishing Atlanta’s pace. Teague torched his former teammate, new Jazz point guard Shelvin Mack, by 

scoring a game-high 24 points with six assists. 

The 31-year-old — my how time flies, eh? — also lauded his team’s defense for being a “staple” in the 

win. 

Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer sent some love Millsap’s way, too, after his team’s 91-84 victory, which 

helped Atlanta's surge while hurting Utah’s playoff hopes. 

“He made some big plays,” Budenholzer said. “I think early he kind of kept us at least within striking 

distance and (made) some big plays in the second half, big rebounds.” 

Millsap finished with nine rebounds while helping the Hawks win their third straight. He also hit 8 of 12 

shots, made three steals and dished out a couple of assists in a trademark Millsap game. 

“I think there’s a lot of pride for him coming back here,” Budenholzer said. “To play as long as he did 

here and have a great start to his career, I’m sure he’s very proud of what he did here — and now what 

he’s doing in Atlanta.” 

While taking in the Salt Lake City sights, Millsap also went indoor golfing with some friends. 

“It was fun,” he said. 



 

 

 

The fun continued Tuesday when he entered the building he called home at the end of the successful 

Deron Williams-Carlos Boozer era and when he and Al Jefferson led the Jazz back to the playoffs in the 

lockout-shortened 2011-02 season. 

“It’s great to come back and see old faces, see new faces who I haven’t seen before. It’s always great,” 

Millsap said. “When I’m here, it’s always emotional because I’ve been here for seven years. To see these 

people, it meant a lot to me.” 

Millsap was referring to the fans, who have long appreciated his Jerry Sloan-approved, hard-working, 

lunch-pail-hauling approach. 

“The fans, they always welcome me,” he said, “so that’s great to know that I’m still loved.” 

Millsap, after his third return to Utah, smiled while admitting that some trash-talking fans now treat him 

like the enemy. 

“I always remember the fans. They were always into it. It’s good to see them,” Millsap said. “I heard a 

few (trash-talkers) in the stands. I just looked at them and laughed, because it’s funny to be on the other 

side of it.” 

Unfortunately for those fans, they were on the other side of another solid Millsap performance in a win 

for his team. 

When it comes to Millsap, Utah’s loss was certainly Atlanta’s gain. 

“He means so much. He fits us well. He’s a great teammate,” Budenholzer said of Millsap. “He plays both 

ends of the court at a high level. He’s very unique in how talented he is with some of the things he does. 

I’m just very thankful that he’s with us.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


