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Griz struggle to score in 95-83 loss to Hawks 

By Ronald Tillery 

ATLANTA — It's hardly a category that the Grizzlies strived to lead the NBA in this season. 

But when free agents Ray McCallum and Alex Stepheson slipped into a jersey with Memphis on the 

chest, they became the 24th and 25th players to play in a regular-season game for the Grizzlies this 

season. 

No other team in the league has employed that many. 

Coach Dave Joerger and Co.'s version of musical chairs continued Saturday night, but when the music 

stopped the Grizzlies sat on a 95-83 loss to the Atlanta Hawks in Philips Arena. 

Now using three players on 10-day contracts in the rotation, the Griz were simply too muddled to keep 

up with the Hawks on the second night of a back-to-back. 

"Sometimes it's not pretty, but we're going out there and competing," Joerger said. "We're giving 

ourselves a chance. We're challenged offensively right now. It's just one of those nights. We just 

struggled to get the ball in the hole." 

Memphis shot 35 percent and turned the ball over 16 times, which led to 26 points for Atlanta. Lance 

Stephenson led the Griz with 18 points off the bench and Tony Allen chipped in with 15. 

Joerger did have 10 players healthy enough to play. 

McCallum, a guard who last played for San Antonio, and Stepheson, whom the Los Angeles Clippers 

recently employed on a 10-day deal, joined the Griz hours before tipoff. 

The situation unfolded much like Friday night, when NBA Development League point guard Briante 

Weber inked a 10-day deal and played 40 minutes in an overtime win over New Orleans. 

The roster shuffle happened as the Griz confirmed that point guard Mike Conley will be out another 

three to four weeks with a sore Achilles tendon. Centers Chris Andersen (shoulder) and Brandan Wright 

(MCL, left knee) remain out indefinitely. Memphis also played again without Zach Randolph, who has a 

sore knee, and Vince Carter sat with a left calf strain. 

Still, this makeshift Memphis squad got off to another quick start and stunned the Atlanta crowd by 

building a double-digit lead. The Griz outworked the Hawks early with scrappy play that led to transition 

baskets. 

Matt Barnes connected on a pair of 3-pointers and Stephenson's quick scores fueled a major run. The 

Griz led 31-19 after bridging the first and second quarters with a 17-1 barrage. 

"We're adding new guys by the day. We had a good first half," Barnes said. "They beat us down in the 

second half. We'll just keep trying to improve. We just couldn't hit a shot and they made a lot of them." 

The Hawks awoke from their slumber midway through the second quarter and made it so that playing 

hard was no longer good enough for the visitors. 



 

 

 

Atlanta closed down the lane defensively and their big men, Al Horford and Paul Millsap, took over on 

offense. The Griz lost track of the Hawks' 3-point shooters and couldn't contain Horford as the Hawks 

stormed ahead by 10 points just before the intermission. 

Memphis misfired on 14 of 16 field goal attempts and turned the ball over three times during Atlanta's 

23-6 spurt. The Griz trailed 49-41 at halftime. 

"We pride ourselves on our defense being good. From the defense, we were able to get some easy 

baskets on offense," Hawks reserve Thabo Sefolosha said after his first double-double of the season with 

13 points and 11 rebounds. 

Forward JaMychal Green had the roughest night of any Grizzly, missing his first eight shots and 11 of 12. 

The Griz made just 10 of their first 32 shots in the paint. The Hawks emphatically snuffed out several 

layups. 

"It was definitely a tough night for me," Green said. "We just have to leave it here and move on to the 

next game." 

The second half wasn't much kinder to the Griz. They mostly trailed by double digits and didn't seriously 

threaten the Hawks. 

"The tempo is up and guys are trying to make the right play every time," said Stephenson, who fell on 

his right wrist and left wearing a brace. "The most important thing is guys are trying their best to play 

defense." 

Asked about his injured wrist, Stephenson said he wasn't seriously hurt. 

"I'm OK," he said. "I'll be fine and we'll be fine." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


