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ATLANTA HAWKS’ MIKE MUSCALA AWARDED JASON COLLIER MEMORIAL TROPHY 

Third-Year Forward/Center Recognized for Dedication to Community Service 
 

ATLANTA – The Atlanta Hawks presented forward/center Mike Muscala with the Jason Collier Memorial Trophy prior to 

tonight’s contest against the Milwaukee Bucks. The award, named after the late Hawks center who passed away in 2005, 

is presented to the player who best exemplifies the characteristics Collier displayed off the court as a community 

ambassador. 
 

During the 2015-16 season, Muscala has been an active participant in a number of community events. In September, the 

third-year big man represented the team at the Atlanta Hawks Foundation’s dedication of a new Learn & Play space at 

Pittman Park. While at the dedication, he spoke to youth who frequently visit the center about the importance of 

education, and engaged in friendly basketball and video game competitions. 
 

A regular supporter of the Jr. Hawks program for youth basketball, Muscala attended the unveiling of renovated 

basketball courts at Atlanta’s Grant Park in December. At the court unveiling, he led players through instructional drills 

before signing autographs and posing for pictures. In January, Muscala attended the 2
nd

 Annual Jr. Hawks MLK Classic 

Presented by Georgia Power on behalf of the organization, and toured the Center for Civil & Human Rights with 

participating youth. 
 

In addition to group events, Muscala hosted a number of personally-directed community efforts this past holiday 

season. He spearheaded a “Pay Away the Layaway” initiative where he assisted families by paying off their remaining 

layaway balances. He also surprised patients at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta with gifts with team mascot Harry the 

Hawk during a December visit. 
 

This is the 11
th

 year the Hawks have awarded the trophy.  Past recipients include: Josh Childress (2005-06 and 2006-07), 

Marvin Williams (2007-08 and 2010-11), Al Horford (2008-09), Josh Smith (2009-10), Zaza Pachulia (2011-12), Devin 

Harris (2012-13), Kyle Korver (2013-14) and DeMarre Carroll (2014-15).  
 

The Hawks and the Jason Collier Memorial Foundation donated 40 tickets and Hawks no. 40 t-shirts for tonight’s game 

to the Rise & Shine Foundation. 
 

Photo (Scott Cunningham/NBAE/Getty Images) – (From L to R): Annabelle Hodges, Ella Collier, Joyce Collier, Jai Rao, Jeff 

Collier, Pryia Roa, Julie Rao, Hawks forward/center Mike Muscala and Hawks Director, Basketball Programs Jon Babul.  

 
  

#TrueToAtlanta 
 

About the Atlanta Hawks 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making 

Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in eight 

consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the 

organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the 

community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta 

neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks 

experiences. For more information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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