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NBA: All-Star Paul Millsap betting on himself 

By Aaron Falk 

Toronto • Paul Millsap placed a wager last summer, and he's feeling good it's going to hit. 

"I think I continue to grow at whatever age. Hopefully that's the case, because I did bet on myself," he 

said this weekend as he reveled in his third straight All-Star experience. "I hope a lot of guys bet on 

themselves. You have to have confidence in yourself and your ability to make it in this league." 

The versatile power forward signed a three-year deal last summer to stay with the Atlanta Hawks, a 

contract that would pay him $58 million. That's a nice payday for anyone, but Millsap's decision to sign a 

shorter deal rather than holding out for more years and more longterm security was seen as something 

of a gamble at this point in his career. 

But even in his 10th NBA season, Millsap believes the best for him has still yet to come. 

At this point, why should he feel any different? 

He was a gamble when the Utah Jazz drafted what was thought to be an undersized power forward with 

the 47th pick in 2006 and he has proven to be the steal of his draft class. LaMarcus Aldridge (the second 

pick), Brandon Roy (the sixth), Rajon Rondo (the 21st) and Kyle Lowry (the 24th) have been the only 

other selections from that year to make an all-star game. 

And after leaving Utah as a free agent three seasons ago, Millsap's game has continued to evolve, 

playing his way to his first, second and now third all-star selection. 

"Just the style [in Atlanta] allows me to space out and showcase a little bit more," he said. "In Utah it 

was within the fifteen-feet area. Atlanta, I'm behind the 3-point line." 

Now, Millsap's contract has a player option that could allow him to opt out after next season, when the 

NBA's salary cap is expected to top $100 million thanks to an influx of revenue from the league's new 

multi-billion dollar television deal. 

If Millsap's bet pays off, that could mean one more massive payday for his career. And the forward 

believes his game will allow him to not only be good, but great into his mid-30s. 

On Sunday night, he was among some of the game's best, playing on one of the game's biggest stages. 

"This is a beautiful time," he said. "This is a great opportunity. A lot of people don't get to experience 

this, so I mean, the best you can do is just try to enjoy it." 

Could he have imagined all this when he first put on a Jazz uniform a decade ago? 

"I never looked that far ahead," he said. "I just tried to get out there and put my best foot forward, put 

my best work out there and hope it pays off. So far, it has." 

 

 


