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ATLANTA – For the rest of the season, the Indiana Pacers should display most of the 

same characteristics shown Friday in Atlanta. Behind the two-big lineup, they'll outwork 

opponents for rebounds and get extra possessions leading to points. Against the Hawks, 

the Pacers dominated in both categories and appeared settled into smash mouth only a 

week after reviving the philosophy. 

It's the other aspects of winning basketball that still give the Pacers trouble. 

During a 102-96 loss to the Hawks, only a handful of Pacers (26-24) seemed to have it 

going offensively. Lavoy Allen worked under the glass for offensive rebounds and 

second-chance opportunities and made six shots, all in the paint. C.J. Miles showed 

more signs of life after a lingering slump, scoring 13 points. 

Then there was Paul George, who put on an early All-Star show with 31 points (11-of-21 

overall and 7-of-12 from 3-point range) to go with nine rebounds and six assists against 



one turnover. But as a team, the Pacers shot 41.8 percent and gagged up 20 turnovers 

that led to 17 points for Atlanta. Indiana might have owned the rebounding edge, 53-32, 

and scored 21 second-chance points while the Hawks missed all six of their attempts, but 

the poor shooting created those opportunities so, ultimately, they did not matter in the 

final result. 

"Not good enough," coach Frank Vogel said. "We did some good things, but we didn't 

handle their pressure good enough offensively." 
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Pacers app contest 

 

During a game that featured 12 lead changes and neither team leading by more than 

eight points, late execution made all the difference. Defensively, the Pacers did not have 

that edge. The spread big men Paul Milsap (24 points) and, especially, Al Horford (21) 

factored into the Hawks' fourth-quarter plans as Indiana's defense faded and gave up 29 

points on 10-of-19 shooting (52.6 percent). 

On Friday morning, George took part in an NBA conference call with approximately 100 

international reporters. On the final question, George was asked if he should be included 

in the MVP conversation. George, who ranks 10th in the league with a 23.1 scoring 

average but has shot 38.9 percent over the past 20 games, replied by reflecting on his 

late-game performances. 

“I mean, if we won the games that we should have and we were where we’re supposed 

to be, then yes,” George said. “But right now I’m not doing a good enough job of finishing 

games for this team. And if you look at the top guys that are performing well and in the 

MVP conversation, they’re doing an amazing job with their respective teams and that’s 

the point I’m trying to get to right now.” 

By game time, George played as if he belonged among the elites – at least for the first 

quarter. Through his 12 minutes, George traded offensive jabs with fellow All-Star 



Millsap. Though Milsap had the edge on one transition play – driving to the rim while 

George, who had beaten him down the court, offered no resistance – George mixed in 

more highs than lows. 

George’s iffy jump shot returned to form. Later in the quarter, he grabbed a defensive 

rebound and dribbled into a pull-up 3-pointer. Then with eight-tenths of a second 

remaining, George elevated over Tim Hardaway Jr. for a 19-footer. He finished the 

quarter with 12 points on 5-of-6 shooting. 

 

Indiana Pacers forward Paul George reacts after the ball bounced off his back following his dunk during the first half 

of an NBA basketball game against the Atlanta Hawks, Friday, Feb. 5, 2016, in Atlanta.  John Amis, AP 
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Through the half, the Pacers mirrored the offensive pursuits of their leader in shooting 

nearly 58 percent. The small-ball second unit, featuring Allen at center and Miles at his 

natural wing position, produced 21 points by the break. However the defense allowed 

Atlanta to score more than half of its points in the paint (26) and so Indiana held only a 

slight 51-50 lead. 

Indiana appeared to fix those defensive issues by the third quarter in holding Atlanta to 

just 15 points through more than 10 minutes. During that stretch, the Pacers’ good ball 

movement led to even better open shots and the team amassed assists on all six of its 

field goals. Nevertheless, the Hawks awakened through the final 1:57. First, Dennis 

Schröder drilled a pair of jump shots, then Horford pump-faked Allen out of defensive 

position and drove the open lane to dunk over Solomon Hill. With another Horford dunk, 

Atlanta closed the quarter on an 8-1 run and took the lead. 



The Pacers spent much of the fourth quarter recovering from a deficit that had grown to 

six points. George, trying to reach the level of the game's top superstars, hit the triple to 

pull the Pacers ahead 86-84 with less than 5 minutes remaining. 

But George’s earlier words returned to the forefront. The Pacers haven’t finished enough 

games this season and have plenty of regrets on the schedule that should have been 

wins – and George can’t blame himself. 

As the Pacers’ slight two-point advantage slipped away and the Hawks led 95-90 

entering the final minute, George grabbed his own 3-point miss and while trying to draw a 

foul, heaved a desperate 27-footer that swished through the net. The wild 3-pointer was 

the unexpected consolation prize for what George was truly seeking – a whistle. 

"I wasn't trying to make the shot," George said. 

 


