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Report: Hawks expected to listen to trade offers for Al Horford 

By Matt Moore 

Whatever is going on in Atlanta, it's confusing for a team that won 60-plus games last year and reached 

the Eastern Conference Finals with a formula built on continuity and consistency. Rumors have been 

flying over the past week about a possible deal of Jeff Teague (with both New York and Utah on the 

list of potential suitors). 

Now, with Al Horford set to be a free agent this summer, there's this interview and report from Yahoo 

Sports that features the normally soft-spoken Horford discussing the business benefit of a larger market, 

and then Marc Spears reporting the Hawks are "expected to listen" to trade offers. 

Horford could potentially land more off-court opportunities in much stronger Spanish-speaking NBA 

markets in Florida, New York, Texas or California. 

“Atlanta has the potential for a guy like myself to maximize [the business] part of it,” Horford told Yahoo 

Sports. “But obviously there are other cities, bigger cities that are more appealing probably [business- 

and marketing-wise]. The impact would be bigger if that is what you are looking for.” 

The Hawks can put together a strong offer from a financial and familiarity standpoint, but are expected 

to listen to teams that inquire about Horford because they don't want to risk losing him for nothing, 

league sources said. The NBA trade deadline is Feb. 18. 

Horford is expected to explore free agency this summer, but his mind remains on Atlanta. 

“Obviously, my focus right now is on the season, the team and the things I need to do," Horford told 

Yahoo Sports. "That's kind of where I am going to leave it.” 

Let's unpack this a little bit. 

1. On the markets thing, he also talks up Atlanta in the same piece and says he's excited for their future. 

So it's not all talk of how much better it is elsewhere. But for Horford, that comment sticks out. He's not 

known to be a guy typically looking to expand his brand, and for him to be mentioning that specifically, 

even if prompted, it gives a curious perception. That said, while it's notable, jumping to conclusions and 

saying Horford is on his way out of town is premature. 

2. The Hawks even being open to taking calls is a little stunning. Horford isn't just their best player 

currently, Horford is one of the best players in the history of the franchise. Moving him would be a 

massive step back... but so would losing him in free agency. The fact that there's a perception the Hawks 

will even listen to offers indicates that Horford leaving is at least on the table in the minds of the 

organization. 

If Horford is available, expect a whole bunch of teams to come calling. If you're Boston, Horford is the 

kind of player that boosts you forward which you can use as a lure to pull in other stars, the long-term 

goal for Danny Ainge. They have the package to put together to make an aggressive offer for Horford. 

Other teams that might be in the market, like New York and the Lakers, lack the assets to make a real 

push. 



 

 

 

3. Bear in mind the phrasing on this, "are expected to." That could mean that someone in the 

organization said they won't hang up the phone, or it could be league sources that indicate that's what 

they're hearing from Atlanta. The latter is where misinformation can get spread. Don't be surprised if 

the Hawks come out with an aggressive leak or open statement to counter this in the next few days. 

4. If they move Teague, and the move Horford, the Hawks might as well deal Paul Millsap. His value will 

never be higher and there's no real point in hanging onto half a veteran team. It's a little crazy that these 

rumors are coming in waves now, and while it's meaningful, it could also be a series of 

misunderstandings. It's hard to see the Hawks blowing up a team that's been this good for this long. 

 

 

 

  


