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As deadline looms, Hawks work to fill open roster spot 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A ‘vacancy’ sign still hangs outside Philips Arena. 

Nine days after the Hawks created a roster spot at the NBA trade deadline, they have yet to fill the 

opening. Team management deemed it necessary to be able to add a player for the stretch run after the 

season-ending surgery to Tiago Splitter. They made runs at Anderson Varejao and Joe Johnson after they 

were waived but each chose other teams. 

The Hawks are currently concentrating on the buyout market to add a veteran player because an 

important deadline looms. With the trade deadline passed, March 1 is the last day a players who is 

waived is eligible for the playoffs. Players can still be signed after Tuesday, however they can’t play in 

the postseason. 

President of basketball operations and head coach Mike Budenholzer said the Hawks will look to the 

buyout, international and NBA Development League markets for help. Signing an international or D-

League player is still an option. Those players are postseason eligible even if signed after Tuesday’s 

deadline. 

“That is what’s happening now,” Budenholzer said Friday of the buyout market. “At some point the D-

League guys become part of the conversation. At some point the international players become part of 

that conversation. Just because (buyouts are) where we are in the timeline of different players and 

different teams making decisions about where they are, it doesn’t mean (international and D-League) 

guys aren’t discussed. (Buyouts) are more a priority or more on the front burner.” 

While the work continues to fill the roster spot, Budenholzer has stressed that the priority for the Hawks 

is to add a quality player – at any position. Varejao would have filled a need at center. Johnson would 

have filled a need for a shooter. Don’t expect the Hawks to sign a center just because they are down a 

big man. 

If they Hawks don’t add a center, they will have to adjust for the final 23 games of the regular season. 

Without Splitter, the Hawks have only starter Al Horford, Mike Muscala and rookie Edy Tavares at 

center. The Hawks sent Tavares to the D-League for a pair of weekend games, leaving just two centers 

for Friday’s win over the Bulls and Sunday’s game against the Hornets. 

Budenholzer said he is not concerned with increased minutes for Horford, who has played a little more 

with Splitter out. Muscala is now the primary backup. He played 13 minutes against the Bulls but 

averaged six minutes in the previous three contests. That included three minutes in last week’s game 

against the Warriors, who often play with a small lineup. 

“I think it’s fair to say it’s a little bit of a concern,” Budenholzer said of center position. “I think (Muscala) 

has played well. … We need more minutes from Muskie and it’ll be important to us.” 

The Hawks have also used small lineups with Paul Millsap at center and Mike Scott at power forward. 

Budenholzer acknowledged that will continue and also said there may be times with Thabo Sefolosha is 

used at power forward in certain rotations. 



 

 

 

The use of an unconventional rotation is one reason the Hawks sent Tavares to the D-League despite the 

perceived need for another big. The 7-foot-3 center has appeared in just 10 games this season. 

“We are very aggressive in how we use the D-League, very aggressive in how we try to develop our 

young players,” Budenholzer said. “At the end of the day, we are just prioritizing Edy’s development and 

feel strongly about him getting game minutes and game opportunities. We would probably shift down 

(to a smaller lineup) before Edy maybe got in the game. Although it’s nice to have him there and he can 

come in and help us, I think it’s more of a statement in how much we believe in getting our guys minutes 

and playing opportunities.” 
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Bulls-Hawks Report Card 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A recap of the Hawks’ 103-88 win over the Bulls Friday night: 

Noteworthy 

* The Hawks were 7 of 34 (.206) from 3-point range - 2 of 20 in the first half and 5 of 14 in the second 

half. 

* The Hawks forced 21 turnovers that led to 27 points. 

* The Hawks had four double-digit scorers in Jeff Teague (19), Al Horford (18), Kent Bazemore (17) and 

Paul Millsap (12). 

* Millsap also had 13 rebounds for his 21st double-double of the season. 

* Horford led the Hawks with a plus-20 rating. 

* Bazemore broke a string of 16 consecutive 3-point misses with a long-range shot in the fourth quarter. 

* The Hawks won every quarter and held the Bulls to 23 points in two quarters and 21 points in the 

other two quarters 

* The Hawks held a 20-6 advantage in fast-break points. 

* The Bulls had three double-digit scorers in Doug McDermott (20), Pau Gasol (16) and Taj Gibson (11). 

Gasol had seven on his points in the first quarter. He added a game-high 17 rebounds. 

* The Bulls held just one lead, 6-5, and it lasted just 24 seconds. 

Key stat 

36.4 percent 

The Bulls shooting percentage on 32 of 88 shooting, including 5 of 20 from 3-point range. 

Quote of the game 

“I was telling Jeff (Teague) this, every time we’ve played them, at least for us, I feel like it’s a must win. 

It’s not even about them, it’s our mindset. I should be that all the time, I’m just saying it’s really a must 

win.” – Al Horford 

Report card 

Offense: B-minus 

The Hawks struggled offensively much of the night, finishing with a 41.6 shooting percentage. They were 

2 of 20 from 3-point range in the first half. The Hawks built a double-digit lead and kept it most of the 



 

 

 

night. There were only 11 turnovers. The Hawks got solid offensive contributions from both starters and 

reserves. When the Bulls made a run, the offense had answers. 

Defense: A 

The Bulls struggled from the field and continued to turn the ball over against. The Hawks had 14 steals, 

including three by Mike Muscala and two each by Millsap, Teague and Mike Scott. The Bulls never 

scored more than 23 points in a quarter. Every Bulls starter had a double-digit minus-rating and they 

couldn’t keep up with the Hawks. 
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Bulls-Hawks Quoteboard 

By Chris Vivlamore 

What they said after the Hawks’ 103-88 win over the Bulls Friday: 

“I think the consistency of the defense from the first quarter all the way through, including at halftime 

when we weren’t shooting the ball very well and were still up. We had some double-digit leads in the 

first half when we couldn’t really make a 3. I think if our defense can put us in the position, at some 

point we’ll start making shots. In the third quarter, we made some 3’s and got some separation again. 

Individually, I thought Al (Horford) was great. I thought Kent Bazmore made a lot of defensive plays. 

Kent set that defensive mindset of denying everywhere. I thought Jeff (Teague) was very good for us 

tonight with his floor game, making shots, and defensively too. (E’Twaun) Moore and (Aaron) Brooks are 

scoring point guards, to try to limit them was important to us.” – Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer’s 

opening statement 

“That’s always indicative of how we are. When we are creating turnovers, we are at our best. Tonight, 

we were able to do that.” – Budenholzer on forcing 21 turnovers 

“I think at halftime, Kyle (Korver) and Kent had 10 3’s between them and I feel like everyone was a 

really, really good look. You feel like that’s going to change and the percentages will come back to you 

and you’ll start making them.” – Budenholzer on 3-point shooting 

“It’s nice. We’ve had this homestand and it hasn’t gone the way we wanted. To be able to come out 

tonight and get a win against them is big for us.” – Al Horford on win 

“I was telling Jeff this, every time we’ve played them, at least for us, I feel like it’s a must win. It’s not 

even about them, it’s our mindset. I should be that all the time, I’m just saying it’s really a must win. 

When we played them before the all-star break we had lost two in a row. We just came out tonight with 

a lot of energy defensively and I win like that was the key.” – Horford on success against Bulls 

“In my mind, you lose three in a row at home and you are getting ready to go on the road it doesn’t get 

easier.” – Horford on must win 

“I thought we were pretty focused tonight. Coming into the game the locker room felt right. That’s what 

we need. We need everyone to be focused. We didn’t shoot the ball particularly well. We weren’t super 

crisp. But our focus on defense was really great. We know we are a good shooting team and we’ll come 

out and be better later. Tonight to win a game on defense was great.” – Kyle Korver on must win 

“We played with a lot of energy on the defensive end and tried to make it tough on those guys. We 

played with a lot of pace.” – Jeff Teague on win 

“It was a must win for us. We’ve been on a nice little slide there. We just wanted to come out and play 

good basketball and get a nice win.” – Teague on must win 

“Dude. It happens man. One thing I will never stop doing is shooting. I had really good looks. My 

teammates were passing me the ball. I was 1-for-8 (from 3-point) and I was still shooting it. I still believe. 

I come in every day and work on my shot. I shoot it really well in practice. It just has to carry over.” – 

Kent Bazemore on reaction after making a 3-pointer after 16 straight misses 



 

 

 

“People still respect my 3-point shot. Me personally, I think I have to get back to attacking the rim, 

making the extra pass, attacking the center of the defense. For a second, a kind of fell in love with the 3-

point shot. You make them at the clip I was, shooting it pretty well, you kind of get complacent. You 

have to go back to what got me here and put pressure on the rim, make teams defend the rim.” – 

Bazemore on driving to basket more 

“I think so. We don’t have to put pressure on ourselves but we know where we are at,” - Thabo 

Sefolosha on must win 

“Our defense hasn’t been terrible. We’ve lost games when our defense has been excellent. At some 

point, you’ve got to make some shots, especially the ones that counted down the stretch. In the past we 

didn’t do that. Tonight we were able to finish the game out.” – Paul Millsap on winning with defense 

“Get back on the right track. Coming out of the break and losing three in a row is tough. It’s good to get 

a win under our belt.” – Millsap on must win 
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Five observations from Hawks’ 103-88 win over the Bulls 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Thank goodness for the Bulls. 

The Hawks won for the second time in the past seven games and both victories have come against the 

Bulls. Atlanta led Chicago by as many as 18 points en route to the 103-88 victory in a nationally televised 

game Friday night at Philips Arena. 

The Hawks (32-27) snapped a three-game losing streak, all at home following the all-star break. They 

have won all three meetings between the teams this season by an average of 17.6 points per game. 

The Hawks can, at least for a moment, breathe a sigh of relief. 

The Bulls (30-27) had a three-game win streak snapped 

Here are the key players and five observations on the game: 

Three key players 

Al Horford: The Hawks center had 18 points, on 8 of 11 shooting, and five rebounds. He scored five 

straight points in the fourth quarter – a vicious dunk and a 3-pointer – to push a lead from 10 to 15 

points. 

Jeff Teague: The Hawks point guard finished with 19 points and nine assists. 

Kent Bazemore: The Hawks small forward had 17 points and seven rebounds. 

Five observations 

1. Wall? What wall? 

Bazemore has struggled of late, scoring a combined 20 points in the previous five games. He nearly 

matched that total in one game. The small forward at one point had 14 points on 5 of 6 shooting from 

inside the arc and 0 of 7 from outside it. He broke the long-range streak, making his first 3-pointer after 

16 straight misses overall, with a corner shot in the fourth quarter that gave the Hawks an 88-74 lead 

with six minutes remaining. 

2. Teague takeover 

The Hawks led by as many as 18 points in the third quarter thanks to Teague. The point guard had seven 

points and three assists in the quarter as the Hawks opened their biggest lead of the game. His 3-pointer 

with 5:26 left put the Hawks up big before the Bulls closed the gap with an 11-1 run. The Hawks 

answered back and went into the final quarter with a 79-67 advantage. Teague had 17 of his points 

through three quarters. 

3. In the paint 



 

 

 

The Hawks led by as many as 15 points in the second quarter. The last advantage that big came at 44-29 

with 4:48 left before the Bulls ended the first half on a 15-7 run. The Hawks dominated in the paint in 

the quarter, leading 16-8 on 8 of 11 shooting inside. They held a 14-0 advantage before the Bulls’ closing 

run. 

4. 3-point troubles 

The Hawks and Bulls were dreadful from 3-point range. After one quarter, they were a combined 1 of 17 

and after two quarters they were a combined 3 of 30. The Hawks starters were 1 of 16 and the Bulls 

starters were 1 of 7 in the first half. 

5. No D-Rose 

The Bulls played a second straight game without Derrick Rose, who is battling right hamstring tendinitis. 

The Bulls also play Saturday night at home against the Trail Blazers. “The issue with his hamstring still 

isn’t resolved,” Bulls coach Fred Hoiberg said. “As of right now no (MRI). They feel it’s a tendinitis issue. 

It’s very tender on that hamstring tendon.” The Bulls started Tony Snell in the backcourt with E’Twaun 

Moore. Rose has averaged 26 points, 5.7 rebounds and 4.7 assists in his three games following the all-

star break. 
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No reunion: Johnson reportedly picks Heat over Hawks (updated) 

By Chris Vivlamore 

There will be no reunion after all. 

After serious mutual interest between the Hawks and Joe Johnson, the recently waived guard/forward 

will reportedly sign with the Heat after he clears waivers Saturday at 5 p.m. According to several reports, 

Johnson has committed to a deal to with the Heat in a decision that came down to playing time and fit. 

The Hawks were a finalist to sign Johnson. 

“I don’t think anything is official or done,” Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said before Friday’s game 

against the Bulls. “He’s obviously a very good player who we have a lot of respect for, probably the 

whole league has a lot of respect for him as you can see. I don’t think until something is official is 

probably not fair to comment any further.” 

When asked whether the Hawks have been told they are no longer in the running, Budenholzer restated 

his stance not to comment further. 

Johnson spent seven seasons with the Hawks from 2005-12 and was named an Eastern Conference All-

Star six straight years in Atlanta. The organization had several internal discussions about acquiring 

Johnson before he was bought out and waived by the Nets on Thursday. Several players were consulted 

on the possible signing. 

Johnson, 34, was in the final year of the six-year $124 million max contract he signed with the Hawks in 

2010. He was due to make $24.89 million this season. He will be an unrestricted free agent following the 

season. 

The Hawks traded Johnson to the Nets for five players and several draft picks, including a first-round 

selection, in 2012 in one of the first moves by then-general manager Danny Ferry. He has spent the past 

three seasons with the team. 

The 6-foot-7 shooting guard/small forward is a veteran of 15 NBA seasons after being the 10th overall 

pick in the 2001 NBA Draft out of Arkansas. He averaged 17 points, 4.1 rebounds and 4.1 assists in his 

career. His best years came with the Hawks where he averaged 20.9 points, 4.2 rebounds and 5.2 

assists. He was also a part of five playoff seasons with the Hawks. 

Johnson will likely start at small forward for the Heat. It is unclear whether Johnson would have replaced 

Kyle Korver at shooting guard or Kent Bazemore at small forward in the Hawks’ starting lineup. 

The Hawks opened a roster spot at the NBA trade deadline last week. It was a move necessitated when 

Tiago Splitter was lost for the season with a hip injury. Budenholzer said the team would look at the 

waiver wire market, the international market and the NBA Development League market to fill the roster 

spot. 

The search continues. 
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Hawks sponsor cardiac screening for retired players 

By Chris Vivlamore 

At least 20 retired basketball players will take part in a cardiac screening program at Philips Arena on 

Saturday. 

The Hawks are sponsoring the event in partnership with the NBA, the Players Association and the 

Retired Players Association. 

“The Hawks are proud to work in partnership with the NBA, NBPA and NBRPA to host the cardiac 

screening for local NBA alumni,” Hawks Vice Chairman Grant Hill said in a statement. “The health and 

care of our players is a significant priority to our organization and that doesn’t end when they retire 

from their playing career. Atlanta is a great NBA city and we are fortunate to have so many legends live 

here and be able to benefit from learning this vital health information.” 

According to the NBA, scheduled to receive screenings are Tony Delk, Bernard King, Johnny Davis, 

Andrew Lang, Lee Davis, Sedric Toney, Victor Alexander, Cal Bowdler, Litterial Green, Marvin Roberts, 

Daune Causwell, Duane Ferrell, Jim Washington, Rick Brown, Harold Keeling, Reginald Johnson, Dale 

Ellis, Tyrone Brown, Kevin Willis and Jay Bilas. 

The event is closed to the public. 

Former Hawk and Basketball Hall of Famer Moses Malone died suddenly in September of cardiovascular 

disease. His death came a month after Darryl Dawkins died of a heart attack. 

“The NBPA Executive Committee and the team player reps told us to make this program an absolute 

priority,” said Joe Rogowski, NBPA Director of Sports Medicine and Research,in a statement. “Although 

the benefit is clearly directed towards the current retiree population, there is a research component 

that will have long term benefits for a larger group of individuals that share unique physical 

characteristics. This is just the first phase of a long term effort to address the cardiovascular health 

needs of the player population and the NBPA and the NBA are determined to bring great resources 

towards that goal.” 
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Hawks assign Tavares, Patterson to D-League 

By Chris Vivlamore 

The Hawks assigned Edy Tavares and Lamar Patterson to the NBA Development League Friday. 

Both will play for the Austin Spurs, via the flexible assignment rule, and are expected to play a pair of 

weekend games. They will then re-join the Hawks in California for the upcoming road trip. 

The Austin Spurs have a home-and-home series with the Oklahoma City Blue this weekend. They play in 

Oklahoma City on Saturday at 2 p.m. and in Austin on Sunday at 6 p.m. 

Patterson has appeared in 35 games for the Hawks and averaged 2.4 points, 1.4 rebounds and 1.1 assists 

in 11 minutes. The guard/forward has had three previous stints in the D-League. 

Tavares has appeared in 10 games for the Hawks and averaged 2.3 points and 2.0 rebounds in seven 

minutes. The center has had seven previous stints in the D-League, six with Austin and one with the 

Canton Charge. 

The move leaves the Hawks with a roster of 11 players for upcoming home games against the Bulls on 

Friday and the Hornets on Sunday. 
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Atlanta Hawks’ Vice Chair Grant Hill Joins Georgia Prospers Advisory Board 

By MetroAtlanta CEO Staff 

Georgia Prospers, a coalition of more than 350 businesses across the state supporting an inclusive, open 

workplace, today announced that Grant Hill, vice chair of the board and a co-owner of the Atlanta 

Hawks, has joined the Georgia Prospers Advisory Board and voiced his support for the coalition.  

“It is so important to keep alive the values of good sportsmanship, fairness and inclusion that were 

engrained in me as an athlete,” said Grant Hill, a seven-time NBA All Star. “That’s why I believe in the 

good work of Georgia Prospers. It is critical, now more than ever, that our state supports diversity and 

inclusion in the workplace.” 

“Throughout his career as a basketball player in the college and professional ranks, Grant Hill epitomized 

class and true sportsmanship,” said Ronnie Chance, executive director of Georgia Prospers. “Now in his 

career in the business world, Mr. Hill has brought that same approach as co-owner of the Atlanta 

Hawks.” 

After his NBA career, Hill turned his attention to founding and contributing to various philanthropic 

foundations and scholarship programs. Hill and his wife founded the Tamia & Grant Hill Foundation, 

which is located in Orlando. Through their foundation, they have donated their time and money to 

charities, schools, scholarships, nonprofit organizations and churches. Most of their donations support 

children’s and educational charities. Among their philanthropic endeavors, Mr. and Mrs. Hill are also on 

the National Advisory Council Board of the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

In October 2015, Hill was honored with the Athlete Ally Action Award for his work on issues in the LGBT 

community. “Grant Hill is a committed ally, and the power of influential athletes like Hill speaking out is 

undeniable,” said Athlete Ally Director of Policy and Campaigns Ashland Johnson, a former Atlanta 

resident. “At every turn, Hill has stood up for inclusion and respect. We are so proud to see Hill’s 

leadership on LGBT equality and inclusion in Georgia at a time when the state needs allies the most." 

Athlete Ally is a nonprofit focused on educating and activating athletic communities to exercise their 

leadership to champion LGBT equality. 
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Grant Hill joins business alliance fighting religious freedom bill 

By Dave Williams 

A co-owner of the Atlanta Hawks has joined the advisory board of a business coalition formed to oppose 

religious freedom legislation before the General Assembly. 

Former pro basketball star Grant Hill, also a vice-chairman of the Hawks’ board, is lending his support to 

Georgia Prospers, which has signed up more than 350 businesses across the state. 

“It is so important to keep alive the values of good sportsmanship, fairness and inclusion that were 

ingrained in me as an athlete,” said Hill, a seven-timeNBA all-star. “That’s why I believe in the good work 

of Georgia Prospers. It is critical, now more than ever, that our state supports diversity and inclusion in 

the workplace.” 

Georgia business leaders are worried that passage of a religious freedom bill in Georgia would spark a 

tourism and convention boycott of the state and lead to reduced corporate investment in other ways. 

The Georgia Senate approved religious freedom legislation a week ago. The bill is now before the state 

House of Representatives. 
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Teague, Horford help push Hawks past depleted Bulls 103-88 

By AP 

ATLANTA -- Kyle Korver hardly cared that Atlanta beat a Chicago Bulls team missing Jimmy 

Butler and Derrick Rose. 

Korver just wanted the Hawks to finally get a win. 

"We didn't shoot the ball particularly well," he said. "We weren't super crisp, but I thought our focus, 

especially on defense, was really great." 

Jeff Teague scored 19 points, Al Horford added 18 and Atlanta snapped a three-game losing streak with 

a 103-88 victory over the short-handed Bulls on Friday night. 

While the Bulls have been decimated by injuries, coach Fred Hoiberg wasn't happy about his team's 

effort level Friday night at Atlanta. 

Paul Millsap had 12 points and 13 rebounds for the Hawks, who ended a four-game home skid -- their 

longest since April 2007. 

Chicago, which had won three straight, struggled with Butler, Rose and Nikola Mirotic sidelined by 

injuries. A sore right hamstring kept Rose out for the second straight game. 

Doug McDermott finished with 20 points and Paul Gasol had 16 points and 17 rebounds for the Bulls. 

Gasol's jumper cut the deficit to eight in the last minute of the third quarter, but the Bulls couldn't get 

any closer. 

"We've got to hold down the fort 'til everybody comes back," forward Taj Gibsonsaid. "But we've got a 

shot." 

Horford dunked on Teague's alley-oop pass and followed with a 3-pointer to make it 95-80 with 3:20 

remaining. 

The Hawks are 1/3 on a five-game homestand. Miami beat Atlanta without starsDwyane Wade and Chris 

Bosh, and Milwaukee ended a six-game road losing streak by knocking off the Hawks in double 

overtime. 

Atlanta also was outmatched by NBA champion Golden State on Monday despite taking a brief lead 

early in the fourth quarter. 

"It hasn't gone the way we wanted," Horford said. "Being able to come out here tonight and get a win is 

big for us." 

Butler, an All-Star, has been out since Feb. 5 with a sprained left knee. Mirotic is recovering from 

appendicitis, and Joakim Noah, Chicago's second-leading rebounder, is sidelined with a sore shoulder. 

Bulls coach Fred Hoiberg was upset with his team allowing 27 points off 21 turnovers. 



 

 

 

"That's all we've talked about for the last two days is taking care of the basketball," Hoiberg said. "You 

don't give yourself a chance to win when you have careless turnovers like that." 

The Hawks hit just one of their first 18 attempts from beyond the arc before Tim Hardaway Jr. made it 

51-42 in the last minute of the second. They finished 7 for 34 as Kent Bazemore and Korver combined to 

go 2 for 14. 

Bazemore scored 17 points. 

ROSE STAYS CAUTIOUS 

Hoiberg met with Rose before Wednesday's win over Washington to discuss his injury. 

"He talked about the pain that he had," Hoiberg said. "He talked about not being able to play his game, 

being cautious out there." 

The Bulls don't want Rose, the 2011 NBA MVP, pushing himself after operations on both knees. Hoiberg 

didn't have an immediate timetable for Rose's return. 

TIP-INS 

Bulls: Chicago has lost five straight on the road. ... In the 109-105 win over Washington, the Bulls had 

seven players score in double figures. Only three finished in double figures Friday. Gibson had 11 points. 

... Hoiberg said Mirotic is still "a couple of weeks away" from returning. 

Hawks: Atlanta, which led the Eastern Conference with 60 regular-season wins last season, moved into 

fifth place, a half-game ahead of Indiana. ... The Hawks avoided their first five-game home losing streak 

since December 2006. ... Atlanta has won five of six against Chicago. ... G Kirk Hinrich, acquired last week 

from Chicago in a three-team trade, entered with the Hawks up 17 late in the fourth. He missed his only 

shot, airballing a 3 from in front of the Bulls' bench. ... Atlanta led by six at halftime. 

UP NEXT 

Bulls: Host Portland on Saturday. 

Hawks: Host Charlotte on Sunday. 

 

  



 

 

 

PUBLICATION: Peachtree Hoops    DATE: 2/26/16 

Hawks take care of business in 103-88 win over Bulls 

By Brad Rowland 

After three straight losses and with a very difficult road trip looming next week, the Atlanta 

Hawks needed to take care of business on Friday night. They did just that, securing a comfortable victory 

over the shorthanded Chicago Bullsby a final margin of 103-88. 

The Hawks emerged from the locker room with good energy and activity, and that showed up on the 

scoreboard in the early going. Atlanta used a 9-0 spurt to build a 20-11 late in the first quarter, and even 

with some rough shooting overall, the home team held a 5-point advantage after 12 minutes of play. 

In the second quarter, the Hawks continued to (slowly) build the lead, peaking with a 15-point 

advantage midway through the period. However, Atlanta could not fully pull away because of ice-cold 

perimeter shooting, and Chicago finally mounted a charge near the end of the half. The Bulls put 

together a run of seven straight points, and even with a Tim Hardaway Jr. three to stop the bleeding, the 

Hawks managed just a seven-point cushion at the break. 

On one hand, it was a positive half in that Atlanta managed to overcome its wretched shooting. The 

team connected on only 2 of its 20 (not a misprint) shots from beyond the arc, but the Hawks still 

produced 16 assists against just four turnovers, and the offense generally clicked. Still, it would certainly 

have allowed Mike Budenholzer to breathe easier if a few shots fell from deep, and the margin was too 

close for comfort as the third quarter began. 

Not be denied, though, the Hawks put things away in the second half, even if it wasn't in dominant 

fashion. 

Atlanta stretched its advantage to 63-50 with six straight points, and later in the third quarter, another 

7-point mini-spurt capped by a three from Jeff Teague gave the Hawks an 18-point lead. The Bulls 

would, as most NBA teams do, make another push with an 11-1 run in their own right, and with that, the 

visitors climbed within eight points. Still, the Hawks responded with six straight before the end of the 

quarter, and it never felt particularly threatening. 

To their credit, the undermanned Bulls kept hanging around, cutting the lead to nine points on multiple 

occasions in the final quarter. Kent Bazemore (finally) connected on a three to give the Hawks a 14-

point edge with 6:22 to go and, from that point forward, the margin would never slip below the 10-point 

mark. The "final" blow was a personal 5-point outburst from Al Horford, coming in the form of a dunk 

and a three-pointer, and at 95-80 with 3:20 remaining, the Hawks simply cruised to the finish line with 

the added benefit of a Kirk Hinrich appearance in the final seconds. 

Individually, this wasn't a particularly dominant game for anyone on the Hawks roster. Jeff Teague (19 

points, 9 assists) had a productive night that included early energy that was more than welcomed, while 

Al Horford finished the night with 18 points on 8 of 11 shooting. It wasn't the best evening from Paul 

Millsap (despite a double-double), but Atlanta was able to win comfortably on a night when the team 

made only 7 of its 34 attempts from three-point range, and in totality, it was a well-rounded effort 

outside of that shortcoming. 



 

 

 

The Hawks will return to action with another crucial contest on Sunday, as the team hosts the Charlotte 

Hornets in a matinee extravaganza. Stay tuned. 
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Atlanta Hawks end skid versus Chicago Bulls, 103-88 

By John Buhler 

The Atlanta Hawks snap their three-game losing streak and their four-gamer at home by defeating the 

struggling Chicago Bulls easily Friday night, 103-88. 

The Atlanta Hawks needed this victory, as did the Chicago Bulls. Both teams have struggled mightily in 

the month of February, fighting for their Eastern Conference Playoff lives. Fortunately for the Hawks, 

Atlanta was able to put together its first complete game since the NBA All-Star Game, winning very 

much a one-sided game over the disjointed Chicago Bulls, 103-88, Friday night at Philips Arena. 

This was the Atlanta Hawks’ first win since the NBA All-Star break, snapping a three-game losing streak 

and a decade-worst four-game slide at home. While Atlanta hasn’t had it together really since the NBA 

Trade Deadline rumors started to circulate, at least the Hawks know how to beat the worst Bulls team 

I’ve seen in close to a decade. 

It wouldn’t shock me to see the 2015-16 Chicago Bulls miss the Eastern Conference Playoffs entirely 

they are that disconnected at the moment. I will say though, Doug McDermott is starting to become a 

very good basketball player for Fred Hoiberg in Chicago. He led all scorers with 20 off the Chicago 

bench. McDermott and Jimmy Butlerare two building blocks that Chicago needs to build around. 

Atlanta had four players in double figures scoring. Jeff Teague led the Hawks with 19 points on 6-13 

shooting with nine assists, three rebounds, and two steals. Teague played one of his better games in a 

while. Atlanta is a better team when he’s playing well at the point. 

Al Horford shot the ball very well against the Bulls Friday night, as he finished with 18 points on 8-11 

shooting, including 2-3 from three-point land. Horford had a game high plus/minus of +20 to go along 

with his five rebounds, four assists, four blocks, and a steal. Overall, Atlanta forced 21 Bulls’ turnovers. 

Paul Millsap had another double-double with 12 points and 13 rebounds. While he is still struggling to 

feel it from the field (3-12 shooting), he did most of his damage at the charity stripe, shooting a perfect 

6-6 from the free throw line. He also had five blocks, four assists, and two steals. 

Kent Bazemore had one of his better games in a while with 17 points on 6-17 shooting. While little was 

going in the basket from distance (1-8 from three), Bazemore was a perfect 4-4 at the line with seven 

rebounds, a block, and a steal. 

While he didn’t get to double figures in scoring, Tim Hardaway, Jr. continues to show that he was worth 

head coach Mike Budenholzer’s decision to essentially use the Brooklyn Nets’ right to a pick swap to 

trade for him this past NBA Draft. Hardaway had nine points on 3-6 shooting with six rebounds, a steal, 

and an assist in over 19 minutes of court time. 

Also in this game, Kirk Hinrich made his 2016 debut with the Atlanta Hawks by airballing a three-pointer 

against his former team in the Chicago Bulls when the game was well out of reach for the Bulls, so that 

was neat. 

Overall, it was great to see the Atlanta Hawks get a much-needed victory after what has been a rather 

lousy February for the organization. While this year’s team certainly has a more finite ceiling than did 



 

 

 

last year’s 60-win squad, the Eastern Conference Playoffs seeds three through eight are still very much 

up for grabs. 

If Atlanta can build off this convincing win over the Bulls Friday night, they may have a realistic shot at 

getting home court advantage in the first round of the Eastern Conference Playoffs. The Atlanta Hawks 

will have Saturday off before hosting their Southeast Division rival in the Charlotte Hornets Sunday 

afternoon for a 3:30 PM ET tipoff. 

 

 

 

 

 


