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Hawks missing some ‘thing’ that made them feared team a year ago 

By Ray Glier 

ATLANTA — The Atlanta Hawks admit it. They are not the same team that went 17-0 in January, 2015. 

There is some "thing" missing. They know it, but they insist there is still time to find it, whatever that 

thing is that made them a feared team a year ago. 

In an upside down, right-side up, seven-day stretch, from Jan. 9-16, the Hawks blistered Chicago, lost to 

Charlotte, disappointed themselves in an overtime loss at Milwaukee, then blasted Brooklyn. Atlanta 

is 25-17 and it is not certain if the Hawks are coming or going as an elite NBA team. 

“Last year in January, things were really clicking and things seemed really good and I think as a group 

what’s exciting for us is we feel like we’re not there yet,” said Kyle Korver, the team’s most veteran 

player. “There’s a lot of things that can still come together, some guys that can play better. 

“I try to see the whole picture of the whole season and I’m really excited about where we could be 

because I don’t think we’re clicking on all cylinders yet.” 

There are two key personnel issues that have, so far, robbed the Hawks of a consistently radiant share-

the-ball offense, which was the hallmark of 2014-15 when they went 60-22. 

The forceful, double-edged swing man/big man, 6-8 DeMarre Carroll, left in free agency for the Toronto 

Raptors, which unsettled the Hawks’ core. Brooklyn interim head coach Tony Brown walked the middle 

of the road on Carroll’s departure and its impact. 

“Obviously Carroll not being here, they kind of miss him, but they don’t,” Brown said. “The scheme is 

still the same. They want to move the basketball and get a good look.” 

The other personnel hiccup was to wing man Korver, who was the NBA’s best three-point shooter 

before Stephen Curry bloomed and, more important, before Korver suffered serious injuries. He had 

surgery in the offseason on an elbow and on an ankle. He didn’t start shooting a basketball until 

September and it has been a slog knocking off four months of rust. 

Korver, who made 49% of his three-point shots in 2014-15, has made just 36% of his threes this season. 

He had a dreadful 0-for-10 game from the arc on Dec. 29 at Houston, but was coming around recently 

with a three-game stretch where he made 8 of 15. 

Korver’s deep shooting spreads the floor for point guard Jeff Teague’s drives, forwardPaul Millsap’s well-

rounded style, and center Al Horford’s mid-range game. In other words, a lot depends on the deadeye 

Korver, who is 34 and enduring questions about being old. 

“Since the New Year things are starting to connect for me and I’m starting to find a little better rhythm,” 

Korver said. “I’m feeling a lot better than I was at the beginning of the season.” 

The Hawks are fourth in the Eastern Conference, but not far from tumbling out of a first-round home 

court edge for the playoffs. There are two things holding them back. 



 

 

 

First, they are paying the consequences for the 2014-15 season when they set a franchise record for 

wins. 

“Teams have definitely started to shift and figure them out a little bit,” said Brooklyn forward Thaddeus 

Young. “The league has kind of shifted and changed to match their style of mobile big men shooting 

threes.” 

The other obvious flaw is that Atlanta is still lacking on the boards, just like last season. The Hawks are 

last in the NBA in getting offensive rebounds and tied for last in total rebounds. 

The Hawks had their groove back in a recent win against the Brooklyn Nets when they had 34 assists on 

44 buckets. They had six players in double figures in Monday’s 98-81 win against the Orlando 

Magic. This, of course, was the same Atlanta team that lost back-to-back games to the Knicks earlier this 

month, which has been way different than the magic of January, 2015. 

A reporter remarked to forward Mike Scott that the Hawks have been hard to figure out. 

With a slight smile, Scott said, “We’re trying to figure ourselves out.” 

  


