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Sixers show 'no fight' in loss to Hawks 

By Keith Pompey 

The Atlanta Hawks can always count on the 76ers. 

For the second time this season, the Hawks headed into a matchup with the Sixers riding a losing streak. 

And just like before, Atlanta used the Sixers to get a much-needed victory. 

They prevailed, 126-98, Thursday night at the Wells Fargo Center to snap a two-game skid. The Hawks 

(22-15) ended a three-game losing streak with a 127-106 victory over the Sixers on Dec. 16. 

"We played with no spirit tonight," coach Brett Brown said. "We played with no fight tonight. I think 

they went on a 17-0 run at the first and to start the second. And I think it just punched our spirit." 

This game was supposed to be different. 

The Sixers (4-34) had won three of their last six games after opening the season 1-30. In those games, 

they played with a lot of fight and confidence. They displayed a will that had been missing during their 

first 31 games. 

However, they reverted to that squad Thursday night. But to be fair, there was one glaring difference 

from those three victories: The Hawks are much better than the three teams the Sixers defeated - the 

Phoenix Suns, the Sacramento Kings, and the Minnesota Timberwolves. 

"That's a really good team," Sixers point guard Ish Smith said. "There are precise, and they lost two in a 

row. We were feeling really good because we came off a win." 

That wasn't a good combination. 

And this outcome could have been worse. Atlanta sat four of its five starters for the entire fourth 

quarter. Al Horford - the one starter who played - was on the floor for less than two minutes in the final 

period. 

Kent Bazemore led all scorers with 22 points in three quarters of action. Paul Millsap, who also sat out 

the fourth, added 18 points and six rebounds. Horford had 18 points, nine rebounds, three blocks and 

three steals. 

The Hawks shot 53.3 percent from the field and scored 29 points off the Sixers' 22 turnovers. 

Jahlil Okafor paced the Sixers with 21 points on 9-for-16 shooting and added seven rebounds. With the 

game already out of hand, the Sixers rested Nerlens Noel, Nik Stauskas, and Smith in the fourth. 

Smith finished with 12 points and a game-high seven assists. Noel added nine points, a game-high 13 

rebounds, two steals and a block. Stauskas had nine points. 

The Sixers unveiled their 20th different starting lineup in this season's 38 games. 



 

 

 

They started their twin towers together for the second consecutive game. Noel lined up at power 

forward while Okafor started at center. Smith, shooting guard Stauskas and small forward JaKarr 

Sampson joined them as starters. 

The Sixers were competitive in the early going. They built a six-point cushion (21-15) - their largest of the 

game - on Isaiah Canaan's running layup with 1 minute, 39 seconds left in the first quarter. 

But that's when the game went from being competitive to turning into a rout. 

The Sixers missed their next 10 shots. By that time, the Hawks had already gone on a 17-0 run to take a 

13-point cushion with 9:03 remaining in the half. The score was 36-24 after the Sixers finally made a 

basket with 7:43 before intermission. 

Their lead gradually grew to 35 points with 2:31 remaining. 

  


