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Orlando Magic's slide continues with 98-81 loss to the Atlanta Hawks 

By Josh Robbins 

ATLANTA — If the Orlando Magic take a serious, unflinching look at themselves, they won't like what 

they see. Over the last two and a half weeks, they've lost all of the qualities that had made them one of 

the 2015-16 NBA season's best turnaround stories. 

Their distressing freefall continued Monday with a 98-81 loss to the Atlanta Hawks at Philips Arena, 

giving the Magic seven losses over their last eight games. 

The Magic used to play tough hard-nosed defense, but they don't do that anymore. 

"They've got to want to do it," coach Scott Skiles said. "They've got to believe it's important. They know 

how to do it. It's drilled and worked on every single day. But then when the game starts, you've got to 

want to go out and do it, and it's hard. We look on occasion right now [like] it might be too hard for us, 

and that's very worrisome for me." 

On a night the Magic struggled to make open shots, which added to their defensive woes, the Magic also 

failed to keep Hawks ball handlers in front of them. 

A case in point arrived after the Magic pulled within 54-48 early in the third quarter. Hawks point guard 

Jeff Teague dribbled past Elfrid Payton with ease, encountered no resistance from Nik Vucevic close to 

the hoop and scored on an easy layup. 

After the Magic missed a jumper on the other end of the floor, the Hawks struck again. Center Al 

Horford drove past Vucevic, faced a halfhearted contest from Tobias Harris and threw down an 

emphatic right-handed dunk. 

The Magic (20-20) never threatened the Hawks (25-17) again. 

And, now, the season appears to be slipping away from Orlando. The way the team is playing, it looks 

exactly like it did a year ago when coach Jacque Vaughn was fired at midseason and the team finished 

with a 25-57 record. 

"There's nothing to say, really," swingman Evan Fournier said. "It's very disappointing the way we're 

playing right now. We just lost our flow, our rhythm. We were playing great basketball 15 games ago, 

and now we're playing bad basketball." 

How do they return to how they looked as recently as late December? 

"Good question," Fournier answered. "I think we've got to stay positive. There's no way we're going to 

go back to losing like we did last year. We've got to stay positive. We've got to still trust in ourselves. We 

had a very good record not too long ago. We're still the same team. We've just got to get back to it. I 

don't know how, but ... " 

Then, Fournier's voice trailed off. 

For this teamwide slump, there are no easy answers, just painful questions. 



 

 

 

Not only did the Magic allow the Hawks to make 51 percent of their shots Monday, but the Magic — 

suffering from subpar ball movement — made just 35 percent of their own attempts. 

Orlando never led. 

"It was a terrible game by us, really, from the start," Harris said. "As a team, we have to decide how we 

want to play. Do we want to play team basketball: together and as a unit? Or do we want to go out and 

play one-on-one basketball and just freelance and hopefully somebody is hot and gets it going and wins? 

When you play basketball that way, our team, we're not going to win games that way." 

Guard Victor Oladipo sat out Monday's game because he's recuperating from a right-knee sprain. 

With Oladipo out, the Magic needed more production on both ends of the court from Harris, Fournier 

and Vucevic. 

None of them made a substantial impact. Harris tallied six points on 2-of-7 shooting, although he did 

have four assists. Fournier missed two easy layups in the game's opening minutes, and he finished with 

six points on 2-of-11 shooting. Vucevic chipped in 10 points and 11 rebounds, but his double-double was 

deceptive. He struggled on defense. 

The entire team looked slow on both ends of the court. 

Skiles said his team looked "listless" from the outset. It played poor perimeter defense and busted too 

many coverages. 

Afterward, a questioner asked Skiles if the Hawks' shooting percentage raised "red flags." 

"Yeah," Skiles said. "There's been red flags for well over a month now. They're flopping all over the place 

in the wind right in front of us every single day, and we've got to try to find a way to do something about 

it." 

That's the thing: No one seems to know how to stop the slide. 

 

 

 

 

  


