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Atlanta Hawks beat Trail Blazers 104-98: Game rewind 

By Joe Freeman 

For a short while Wednesday night, the Trail Blazers gave you reason to dream about the eight-letter 

word that at one time seemed unimaginable for a team in the throes of a rebuilding season. 

Playoffs. 

The Atlanta Hawks defeated the Blazers 104-98 Wednesday night at the Moda Center, preventing 

Portland from moving into eighth place in the Western Conference standings. 

Paul Milsap recorded 23 points and nine rebounds and Kent Bazemore added 23 points, five rebounds 

and five assists for the Hawks (26-17), who swept the two-game season-series from the Blazers (19-26). 

Thanks to a 118-111 New York Knicks victory over the Utah Jazz Wednesday night, the Blazers 

surprisingly entered their nationally-televised ESPN matchup with the Hawks tied with the Jazz for the 

eighth spot in the West. But a late rally was not enough for the Blazers to eke out a win. 

The Hawks led by as many as 13 points, but had the look and feel of a team that was dominating the 

game, as Milsap and Al Horford had their way inside and out and Bazemore hit big shot after big shot.  

"It seemed like we were fighting behind most of the time," Blazers coach Terry Stotts said.  

Trail Blazers fight from behind, but can't finish ahead of HawksTrail Blazers coach Terry Stotts and point 

guard Damian Lillard after Portland's 104-98 loss to the Atlanta Hawks Wednesday. 

But with a Damian Lillard four-point play here, a Mason Plumlee alley-oop dunk there and some 

remarkable shooting by CJ McCollum, the Blazers reeled off a 12-0 fourth-quarter run to make things 

interesting down the stretch. And when Lillard breezed by Jeff Teague for a driving left-handed layup 

with 5:22 left, the Blazers led 88-87 and had momentum and an energetic home crowd on their side. 

But the Blazers' defense, which allowed Atlanta to shoot 46 percent from the field and 57 percent from 

three-point range in the fourth quarter, couldn't get enough stops down the stretch to steal the win. 

McCollum finished with 28 points and Lillard added 18 points and six assists, but the Blazers' starting 

backcourt made just 3 of 13 three-pointers, fitting on a night the Blazers made 9 of 31 as a team. 

Lillard was particularly cold in the fourth quarter, making 4 of 10 field goals.  

"I thought it was a good effort," Stotts said. "We just didn't quite do enough to finish it off."  

Wild first-half momentum swings 

The first half featured the wildest swing of Blazers shooting streaks you're likely to see in a game this 

season. The Blazers, who stormed to an early 11-4 lead, started hot, making 8 of 12 shots to open the 

game. 

Then, out of nowhere, they went ice cold. The Blazers made just one of their next 18 shots, an incredibly 

awful stretch that allowed the Hawks to build a 13-point lead. 



 

 

 

But just when it looked like they would roll over, the Blazers suddenly rediscovered their mojo. In a wild 

about-face, the Blazers made 9 of 10 field goals to inch back into the game and keep things interesting.  

Atlanta's Kent Bazemore recaps the Hawks' 104-98 win over PortlandAtlanta's Kent Bazemore recaps 

the Hawks' 104-98 win over Portland 

Home cooking 

The Blazers enjoyed a rare treat Wednesday night: A game that wasn't on the road. 

The matchup against the Hawks was the first of seven consecutive home games, the Blazers' longest 

stretch of games at the Moda Center this season. It's a welcome reprieve for a team that has played 25 

road games — tied for the most in the NBA. The Los Angeles Lakers, Philadelphia 76ers and Milwaukee 

Bucks also have played 25 on the road. 

The Blazers, who will be in Portland for 12 days in a row, will enjoy the luxury of extra practice, precious 

time with family — and zero nights in a hotel room. Stotts said he and his staff plan to sit down Thursday 

morning and map out the nearly two-week stretch to make sure the Blazers get the most out of the 

extended home stretch. 

"We'll get some rest more than anything else," Stotts said. "We're home for a while, but we have a lot of 

off days. We've got two days' tomorrow, we've got a couple the following week and then a couple more. 

Hopefully the rest will do us good, we'll be able to get healthy and we make good use of the practice 

time." 

The Blazers are 10-10 at the Moda Center this season. 

Next up 

The Blazers host the Los Angeles Lakers at 7 p.m. Saturday night at the Moda Center. It will be the final 

game in Portland for Kobe Bryant, the long-time Blazers nemesis who is retiring after the season. 

 

   


