
 

 

 

PUBLICATION: The New York Times              DATE: 1/5/16 

Calderon, Part of Balanced Attack, Lifts Knicks Past Hawks 

 By Andrew Keh 

ATLANTA — Carmelo Anthony was leaning against a cinder-block wall inside the noisy visitors’ locker 

room in Philips Arena late Tuesday night. He seemed to be in a buoyant mood. 

The Knicks had just beaten the Atlanta Hawks, 107-101, and Anthony when a reporter marveled that he 

and his teammates, who improved their record to 17-19, had just matched their win total from last 

season. 

“I told you, I don’t remember last season,” Anthony said, with mock exasperation. “I keep telling you 

that. I’m serious. I don’t remember. I try not to remember anything about last season. This is a new 

beginning for us, a new start for us.” 

“I’ll take that, though,” he added with a smile, “these 17 wins.”  

It was hardly a milestone, not quite reason to celebrate, and the Knicks kept things in perspective as 

they packed up for Miami, the second stop on their three-game trip. 

But after notching their third victory in four games, they did allow themselves a moment to step back 

and look at the progress they seemed to be making as a unit. The Knicks have become comfortably 

adequate — a major step for them against the backdrop of last season’s calamity.  

“I do think the players themselves, more so than what I think, are starting to feel like something is 

building,” said Derek Fisher, the Knicks’ second-year coach. “It’s good to see, and now we’ve got to keep 

going.” 

Fisher has been stressing to his players the importance of diversifying the teams’ offense, of trusting 

their ability to move the ball in the triangle offense, and of having other players besides Anthony 

emerge as consistent scoring threats. 

In those regards, Tuesday’s game was a big success. 

Anthony finished with 23 points, 11 rebounds, 7 assists and 2 blocks. Arron Afflalo, who scored 38 points 

in the Knicks’ win over Atlanta on Sunday, had another strong game with 23 points, 7 rebounds and 4 

assists. 

The most encouraging individual performance may have come from Kristaps Porzingis, who had 17 

points, on 7-for-12 shooting, and 11 rebounds and became involved in a late-game tussle to earn the 

first technical foul of his career. 

Here, in order, are the ways in which Porzingis scored: a two-handed putback dunk, an athletic tip-in, a 

15-foot turnaround fadeaway, a 17-foot pull-up jumper, a step-back jumper from 21 feet, a left-handed 

hook, a lefty driving layup and three free throws. 

Those final two free throws came at a key moment. With 1 minute 51 seconds left and the Knicks’ lead, 

16 points at one point, perilously shrunken to 4, the game was delayed when Porzingis and Kent 

Bazemore became entangled in a scramble for a loose ball. 
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When the whistle blew — for a shooting foul on Kyle Korver — Porzingis stalked over to Bazemore with 

a menacing look on his face, and the two needed to be separated. Technical fouls were issued to both 

players. Then Porzingis then made both of his free throws. 

“That stuff happens,” Porzingis said. “It was good to see my teammates had my back.” 

Given the team’s emphasis on ball movement, it must also have been good to watch the game-clinching 

play unfold. 

Jose Calderon brought the ball up the court in the final half minute of the game, with the Knicks ahead 

of the Atlanta Hawks by just 2 points, and calmly deposited it into the post to Robin Lopez. 

As Lopez held the ball and scanned the court — with the Knicks players swirling along the perimeter and 

the Hawks players scrambling — Calderon glimpsed a pocket of free space under the basket and dashed 

toward it. 

Lopez, spotting the run, flipped the ball to Calderon, who stretched out his relatively modest frame and 

finished a right-handed layup with the hands of two Hawks big men waving in his eyes. Seconds later, on 

the other end, Paul Millsap caught the ball on an inbounds play and promptly dribbled it off his foot and 

out of bounds, handing the game to the Knicks. 

“We had a play set,” Anthony said. “Atlanta, they do a good job of breaking things up. At that point, 

Robin made a read. Jose made a read. Atlanta was focused on me, and Jose got a backdoor cut.” 

Perhaps the Knicks could have forced the ball to Anthony, one of the game’s premier closers. But they 

did not. And they walked out of the arena with a win, one that they let themselves savor for only a quick 

moment. 

“As much as we might want to celebrate these 17 wins, we’ve got a chance to get 18 tomorrow,” 

Anthony said. 

   


