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Nets crushed by Hawks after allowing another big second-half run 

By Mark Herrmann 

ATLANTA — In their search for a new blueprint, the Nets could do worse than drawing up plans like the 

ones that put the Hawks together. The Nets saw first-hand Saturday night how that works — at least as 

well as they could see amid such a blur. 

Breaking open a tie game in the second half (literally, breaking, with their quick tempo), the Hawks 

flexed their depth, talent and unselfishness for a 114-86 win at Philips Arena. 

With 21 points from Paul Millsap, 15 point and 10 assists from backup point guard Dennis Schroder and 

four of their teammates scoring in double figures, the Hawks provided an object lesson for the 

opposition, which is in the market for object lessons. Nets owner Mikhail Prokhorov, having removed his 

general manager and fired his coach a week ago today, said last Monday that the franchise needs “a 

new blueprint,” and raised the possibility that it could mean assembling a team of complementary parts 

rather than tying its fortunes to one star. 

The Nets did have their moments, what with Donald Sloan collecting 10 of his 12 assists in the first half 

and Thaddeus Young totaling 18 points. But Young became stuck in foul trouble in the third quarter, and 

the Nets looked powerless to stop the blitz. 

The Hawks were built to be an ensemble, not a solo. They made it a point last season to say that no one 

on the squad would be The Star. It worked so well that four of them became all-stars, on the way to the 

team winning a division title and a playoff win series against the Nets. 

Their game revolves around passing and movement, particularly toward the basket. “When we’re 

getting to the paint and being aggressive, usually good things happen,” Mike Budenholzer said before 

his Hawks scored 32 points in the paint to take a 55-48 halftime lead. 

But the Nets did not allow a quick blowout, mostly because of Young’s scoring and Sloan’s passing. For 

the Nets, the rest of the season will be all about developing players such as Sloan. “The opportunity is 

there. I want to try to make the most of it every night,” he said recently. 

Budenholzer has seen Sloan in his five NBA stops and said, “Those guys who have bounced around, I 

think they develop a toughness to them, a little bit of mental toughness and confidence. They’re going 

to take their chances. Any time those guys get an opportunity, they’re hungry. They want it badly.” 

Hawks players, though, are already developed. They showed that with a withering, fast-breaking 27-11 

run in the third quarter that turned a tie game into an 84-68 lead. Fans loved the alley-oop pass from 

Schroder that gave Millsap two of his nine points in the quarter. For the Nets, it was a clinical 

demonstration on a blueprint come to life. 

Notes: 

Hawks assistant coach Kenny Atkinson of Northport placed first in a poll by NetsDaily, asking fans to 

name their preference for the Nets next coach. His 37 percent total topped John Calipari and Tom 

Thibodeau. 



 

 

 

Atkinson is respected around the league for his work ethic. When he was a Knicks assistant, he was 

credited with the sudden development of Jeremy Lin. Among the candidates whose names have been 

circulating, Atkinson is a rare local entry. And he doesn’t back down from a challenge. When he was a 

point guard for St. Anthony’s in 1985, he predicted an upset win for Long Island over New York City in 

the Newsday Classic at Nassau Coliseum, then delivered it. “That was one of the highlights of my life,” 

he said Saturday night. 

As for winning that poll, he said, “That was my family voting.” 

 

 

  


