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Lamar Patterson finding his way in the NBA 

By Mike Gross 

Unless you’re a lottery-level talent, a career in the NBA is a large project against long odds. 

For Lamar Patterson, the immediate hurdle is an improbable one: Tim Hardaway, Jr. 

Patterson, a Lancaster native who attended McCaskey High School through his junior year, made the 

Atlanta Hawks’ roster this season after spending a year playing in Turkey. 

Patterson was a second-round pick of the Milwaukee Bucks out of the University of Pittsburgh in the 

2014 draft. He was immediately traded to the Hawks. 

It seemed like good news. It still does. Atlanta is not just a good team, that won 60 games a year ago, 

but one built on the San Antonio Spurs’ model of offensive balance, skill, ball-sharing and precision. 

That seems like a perfect match for Patterson’s array of skills. 

“He’s a player that fits very well with us,’’ Atlanta coach Mike Budenholzer said Thursday, before the 

Hawks played the Sixers in Philadelphia. 

“It’s kind of generic or cliché, but he just really knows how to play. If you can (do) that to another level, 

he does. He just makes passes, sees things, has vision, IQ, really on both ends of the court.’’ 

It wasn’t enough to earn an active-roster spot for Thursday’s game, though. 

“Coach’s decision,’’ was the only explanation. 

Patterson said after the game he didn’t see it coming. He was, as always, amiable about it. 

“It happens; it’s part of the game,’’ he said. “I had no idea. I didn’t even have my (street) clothes ready.’’ 

On hand for the game were Patterson’s mother, grandmother, son, oldest brother, two busloads from 

Brightside Calvary Church in Lancaster and a guy in a Patterson Hawks jersey, with his young son, who 

said he paid 80 bucks on StubHub for prime, second-row seats. 

They weren’t there to see the Sixers. 

That has to be the frustrating thing. The Hawks toyed with Philly, 126-98. It was a night when Patterson 

could have gotten some extra run, put up some numbers. 

NBA teams have 15-player rosters. Thirteen can dress for each game, which is why you often see two 

young, tall dudes in suits on the bench. 

For most of this season, Patterson has seemed to be a regular rotation piece. 

He has appeared in 29 of the Hawks 37 games, and has averaged 12.8 minutes. Per 40 minutes, he’s 

averaged 8.3 points, 5.3 rebounds, 4.8 assists and nearly two assists per turnover. 



 

 

 

As Budenholzer suggested, he doesn’t hurt the Hawks defensively when he’s out there, doesn’t seem 

overmatched athletically. 

So it should be a matter of time until his skills come out. For now, though, his shooting percentages are 

a problem: 37 from the field, 26 from the three, 70 from the foul line. 

That’s not going to cut it. 

Hardaway is a very similar type of player, probably less skilled than Patterson but a bit more athletic. 

Hardaway has played only six games, but in them, he’s made 36 percent of his threes. It might be as 

simple as that. The ball’s got to go in the basket. 

“I’m working on it,’’ Patterson said. “The more time you get, obviously, the more comfortable you get.’’ 

That’s how it was for Patterson at Pitt. It took him four years to transition from role player to all-

conference. 

The bar is much higher now. But Patterson also says he has more help. 

He seems genuinely struck with the kind of teammates he has. 

“It’s not that there’s one guy who’s like a mentor,’’ he said before Thursday’s game. “It’s a bunch of 

guys, always in my ear about different things.’’ 

Shooting guard Kyle Korver sees little things in Patterson’s shot-mechanics, and has also given him “tips 

on sleep.” 

Point guards Jeff Teague and Shelvin Mack offer insight into playmaking. The bigs work with him on how 

and when to get them the ball. 

“These are guys who are established in the NBA,’’ he said. “You might think their attitude would be, ‘Get 

with it, or you can’t be a part of it.’ 

“They don’t look at it that way. They want to pull you along.’’ 

The hard part is the physical grind, how tiring it is. Patterson said he hasn’t really hit the wall yet, hasn’t 

had the classic NBA moment when you wake from a nap in a dark hotel room and have no idea what city 

you’re in. 

“In hotels, I always forget the room number,’’ he said. “So I’m guessing, walking up to the wrong room 

and trying the key. That’s my thing, it seems like.’’ 

Patterson doesn’t seem discouraged and, for what it’s worth, neither does Budenholzer. 

“Hopefully he can continue to grow with us and learn,’’ he said. 

“We’re excited about having him, but there’s a lot of room for growth, and a lot of room for work.’’ 

 


