
 

 

 

PUBLICATION: The Denver Post     DATE: 1/26/16 

Denver Nuggets fall to Atlanta Hawks to end homestand 

By Christopher Dempsey 

The Nuggets giveth, and the Nuggets taketh away. 

Saturday's game had the good stuff: late-game execution to pull out a victory over the Detroit Pistons. 

Monday night's contest displayed the frustrating reality of an inconsistent team doing inconsistent 

things. 

The Nuggets lost to the Atlanta Hawks 119-105 at the Pepsi Center. That snapped Atlanta's eight-game 

losing streak in Denver. 

"That's four games in a row now, I think, that we've allowed teams to come in here and get whatever 

they want on offense," Nuggets coach Michael Malone said. 

From the second quarter on, it wasn't all that close. 

As a result, the Nuggets finished a wildly inconsistent homestand with four wins and four losses. It 

began with three wins in four games. It ended with three losses in four games. 

"This homestand really is a microcosm of who we've been the whole year," Malone said. "We go 4-4. I 

wish it was better. But hopefully we can get right on this road trip." 

At least not many people saw it. One of the smallest crowds this season, officially 10,280, was in the 

arena. 

Nuggets Mailbag: Pose a question for Christopher Dempsey 

The second quarter was a struggle. While Atlanta was cranking up its offense, the Nuggets couldn't find 

theirs. Constant ball movement from the Hawks gave the Nuggets fits. 

And when the ball wasn't being whipped around, Hawks guards Jeff Teague and Dennis Schroder were a 

blur, blowing by their men and getting straight to the basket — or blowing by their men, getting into the 

lane, collapsing the Nuggets' defense and dishing to a open cutter. 

Both scenarios were bad news for the Nuggets. 

"They were doing what they always do — drive, kick, open shot," Malone said. "Great ball movement. 

The ball never sticks. Watching them is really fun. They're a well-coached team, and they play the right 

way." 

Meanwhile, the Nuggets were busy shooting 4-for-21 in the period. They were outscored 21-9 right off 

the bat before they found more consistent scoring. But none of it prevented the Nuggets from being 

outscored 35-20 in the second quarter, making it a first half in which they allowed 30 or more in both 

quarters. 

The Nuggets trailed 66-50 at the half. 



 

 

 

There were some spurts in the second half. The Nuggets appeared they might threaten to get back into 

the game, but the Hawks always had an answer. Atlanta led by as many as 22 points in the second half. 

"They just outplayed us," guard Will Barton said. "They had us all over the floor, running around." 

The Nuggets hit the road Wednesday for the first time since Jan. 8 for three games against Eastern 

Conference teams, beginning at Boston against the Celtics. 

The Nuggets were led by Barton's 21 points off the bench. Danilo Gallinari, Nikola Jokic and Gary 

Harris had 15 points apiece, with Jokic adding 10 rebounds. Harris had 10 points in the first quarter. The 

Nuggets shot 54 percent as a team in the first 12 minutes, but things went downhill from there. 

Atlanta, which was playing the final game of a four-game Western Conference road trip, was led by Paul 

Millsap's 22 points and nine rebounds. Teague added 12 points and 10 assists. 

"The defense was horrible," Nuggets guard Emmanuel Mudiay said. "We definitely could have come out 

there with better energy. 

  


