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Paul Millsap: The Magic's free-agency pitch in July 'was great' 

By Josh Robbins 

Monday marked the first time the Orlando Magic have faced the Atlanta Hawks this season, and it also 

was the first time the Magic have played against Paul Millsapsince the Magic attempted to sign him as 

an unrestricted free agent in July. 

Millsap's performance in the Hawks' 103-100 win no doubt reminded everyone why the Magic courted 

him in the first place. 

Although Millsap had a poor shooting night, he finished with 13 points, 13 rebounds and three assists. 

He also played a key role on the final possession of the game; he preventedVictor Oladipo from 

attempting a potential game-tying 3-pointer. 

A few minutes after the free-agency period opened, Magic GM Rob Hennigan and assistant general 

manager Scott Perry met with Millsap in Atlanta and offered him a maximum-salary contract. 

For the Magic, it was a coup simply to secure a meeting with Millsap, who had made the Eastern 

Conference All-Star team for two consecutive seasons. 

So why did Millsap meet with the Magic when he was in such high demand from other potential suitors? 

"I was their first priority, and everything about their team was looking good at the time," Millsap told 

the Orlando Sentinel before tipoff Sunday. "It intrigued me. The presentation was great." 

Asked to describe some elements of the Magic's presentation, Millsap said: "They're a young 

team. Scott Skilesand his background. And the city. A lot of that was factored into it." 

The Hawks offered Millsap a maximum-salary deal and ultimately, Millsap said, it wasn't an agonizing 

choice to stay with Atlanta. The Hawks finished the 2014-15 season with the NBA's second-best record 

and had reached the Eastern Conference finals. The Magic, on the other hand, had posted a 25-57 

record. 

"I kind of knew where I wanted to be," Millsap said. "I'd grown really fond of Atlanta and the teammates 

and the coaching staff, and I felt like we've built something special thus far, and I felt like we can 

continue to grow. Weighing my options and seeing what's out there — you have to do that. As a player, 

you have to see what's out there. But, at the end of the day, I knew Atlanta was my home, and it's 

where I wanted to be." 

Defensive goals 

The Magic finished last season 28th in the league in field-goal percentage defense, allowing teams to 

shoot 46.3 percent. 

The Magic entered Sunday ranked fifth in the NBA in the same category, limiting opponents to 42.8 

percent shooting. 

Asked about the improvement before the game, Skiles said, "If that holds at the end of the season, that 

would be a great accomplishment for these guys, for sure. We don't really see any reason why it can't 



 

 

 

hold. We've got to continue to work. We want to move up. We don't want to just be fifth. We'd like to 

be first. So we'll see if we can get that done. But I know right now, at this moment, the guys deserve a 

lot of credit for turning it around, but there's a lot of season left to play." 

Skiles was all too prophetic. The Magic allowed the Hawks to make 50.0 percent of their shot attempts, 

including 50.0 percent of their attempts from beyond the arc. 

The Magic's defensive numbers dipped with Sunday's loss. Orlando now has held opponents to 43.0 

percent shooting this season. 

Yuck! 

Channing Frye provided the funniest moment of the night. After he drew a three-shot foul midway 

through the third quarter, he accidentally dropped his mouthpiece onto Amway Center's parquet floor. 

With the entire crowd looking on and with no place for him to go, he wiped the mouthpiece off and put 

it back into his mouth. 

Even Skiles smiled from his spot on the Magic bench. 

 

  


