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Trend Watch: Will Kyle Korver break out of his recent slump? 

By Bradford Doolittle 

As usual, let's look at three players who look a little different than what we thought they'd be and ask: Is 

this sustainable? Or, if the pattern is bad: Is this reversible? 

 

Kyle Korver, Atlanta Hawks 

What's up? 

Korver used to be a contender for the label of "best shooter ever" before Stephen Curry went into 

transcendence mode. But Korver was still pretty good until his past three mind-numbing, stupefying 

performances. One night after going 0-for-8 from 3-point range, Korver laid an 0-for-10 clunker Tuesday. 

In 914 previous NBA games, Korver had never gone worse than 0-for-7. In his past three games, Korver 

is 2-for-27 overall and 1-for-23 from deep. 

In just three games -- the first after Christmas -- Korver's season 3-point percentage has fallen from 41.7 

percent to 36.2. Last season, Korver's Player Rater value on 3s was the third-best in the league and was 

the foundation of his solid 8.93 overall rating. This season, he's now just 23rd in the 3 category and has 

an overall mark of 3.82. Must have been a heck of a Christmas celebration at the Korver household. 

Why is this happening? 

The easy narrative is that teams have been defending Korver differently this season after he shot 49.2 

percent on 449 3-point attempts in 2014-15. It's not like his shooting was a well-kept secret before that, 

but as the Atlanta offense rolled, Korver's marksmanship reached a tipping point, causing opposing 

coaches to instruct defenders to never leave him alone. 

Is this a thing? 

It's true that overall, according to NBA.com/stats, 8.2 percent more of Korver's shots this season have 

come with a defender within four feet of him. But Korver's struggles aren't entirely explained by that, 

because most of that uptick has come on 2-point shots. 

According to Synergy Sports Technologies, last season 39.6 percent of Korver's catch-and-shoot chances 

were unguarded and he hit 50 percent of those looks. He got 1.9 of those plays per game. This season, 

he's getting 2.3 of those looks on the average, accounting for 53.7 percent of his catch-and-shoot 

opportunities. He's getting more open shots this season but is simply hitting fewer of them. His accuracy 

on unguarded catch-and-shoot tries this season is down to 37.5 percent. 

Korver had surgery to clean up his shooting elbow during the offseason. Maybe the surgery has affected 

his range. Or maybe teams are running him off the line more consistently -- he's taking midrange shots 



 

 

 

much more frequently than last season. He's also had some ankle trouble, and a creaky lower body is 

never good for a shooter. Maybe it's a combination of all these things. 

None of these explanations account for Korver's 1-for-23 stretch on 3s. Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer 

remains adamant that Korver needs to keep shooting because his floor spacing is so valuable. Indeed, 

Atlanta has been plus-22 with Korver on the floor despite his wayward streak. He's going to keep 

shooting. 

That being the case, you have to expect a regression for Korver towards his 43 percent career mark from 

long range. If he gets healthy, this should all be temporary. But if it turns out the elbow is a lingering 

problem, this slump could persist. Maybe not 1-for-23 bad, but more league-average bad. And the 

longer the funk goes on, the more you figure it gets into Korver's head. (I may be projecting my own 

hoops insecurities here.) In any event, be wary. 

Verdict? 

Monitor closely, but stay away until the slump is over. 

 

 

Nikola Vucevic, Orlando Magic 

What's up? 

Hard-bitten Orlando coach Scott Skiles can get so obsessed with defense that it can result in some 

rotation decisions that look odd in the box score, where individual defensive contributions are not 

adequately expressed. In Vucevic's case, you had to worry about his playing time with Skiles taking over 

the reins for the Magic because of his reputation for lackluster defense. 

While Vucevic hasn't completely escaped Skiles' doghouse, his minutes have remained steady for the 

most part. Recently, they've taken a sharp, upward turn. During his past six games, Vucevic is averaging 

23.7 points, 9.2 boards and 3.8 assists while playing 35 minutes per night. The Magic have won four of 

those games. In fact, Orlando has won six of eight overall and has not been outscored with Vucevic on 

the floor in any of those eight outings. 

Why is this happening? 

It's defense, right? How else would Vucevic win the trust of Skiles enough to play 35 minutes a night? 

Except Vucevic isn't really playing that great on the defensive end. According to ESPN's RPM ratings, of 

the top 58 centers in overall RPM, Vucevic -- who ranks No. 32 -- is the only one to have a negative 

defensive RPM. According to the lineup data at NBA.com/stats, Orlando has been 12.2 points per 100 

possessions worse on defense with Vucevic on the floor. 

Nevertheless, Vucevic's surge is still probably related to defense. Those dire on/off indicators are 

season-long totals. But during Orlando's recent eight-game splurge, the Magic have been about the 


