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Sefko: Mavericks don't play with necessary grit in home loss to Hawks 

By Eddie Sefko 

Pick apart the Mavericks’ shooting if you want. 

That’s an easy target. 

But Wesley Matthews and coach Rick Carlisle dug a little deeper as the team tried unsuccessfully to start 

a home stand by duplicating their hard-nosed play that made them successful on the road-heavy portion 

of the schedule the last three weeks. 

They failed to have the same grit and determination Wednesday night as the Atlanta Hawks walked out 

of American Airlines Center with a 98-95 victory that did nothing to halt the Mavericks’ flare for being 

better on the road than at home. 

It was the Mavericks’ second consecutive home loss and dropped their record at AAC to a very 

pedestrian 5-4 on a night when they shot horribly but also lacked the proper attitude, their coach said. 

“Our shooting wasn’t good,” Carlisle said, “and there’s not a stat for disposition.” 

Which the Mavericks were clearly lacking as they started a stretch when seven of 10 games are at AAC. 

It’s supposed to be a time to pad their record. But the tone set in the opener of a three-game home 

stand wasn’t a good one. 

“We got to come out with a different attitude and give our fans something to get loud about, get rowdy 

about,” said Matthews, who got whistled for a critical foul in the final seconds. “We got to make a stand 

at home, have a presence at home. This has to start becoming a home court. Too many times teams are 

coming to our home court thinking they can win the game. And that defeats the purpose of home-court 

advantage. We do it on the road. We got to bring that here.” 

The Mavericks opened the fourth quarter 1-for-10 from the field. They shot 36 percent for the game. 

Amazingly, the Hawks were up just 94-93 with barely two minutes remaining. Dirk Nowitzki missed a 

pair of 3-pointers, and Paul Millsap knocked in a 16-footer for a 96-93 lead. 

The Mavericks had the ball with under 35 seconds to play. After failing from long range, they finally got 

somebody to drive to the rim and Raymond Felton was rewarded with two free throws, which he made 

with 30.4 ticks left. 

The Mavericks got a tough whistle when Matthews was called for a foul on Jeff Teague while he was 

trying a 15-footer. 

Teague made both shots and Deron Williams, who had a solid overall night, missed a good look at a 3-

pointer at the buzzer. 

“I don’t know what they were looking at,” Matthews said. “Obviously, he saw a foul. It’s crazy to me. 

With the game on the line, a guy coming forward at me, of course there’s going to be contact, but ... I 

don’t know.” 



 

 

 

The Mavericks have an 8-6 road record so far. They were 5-3 at home coming into the Hawks’ game. 

That’s not going to cut it in a Western Conference where an abundance of teams are lumped together 

behind the two clear frontrunners, Golden State and San Antonio. 

This after the Mavericks had a very lukewarm run at home last season. 

The bottom line is that they have figure out a way to string together some home victories. 

“Our whole goal is to get home-court advantage in the playoffs and for that to happen, we got to 

protect home court,” said Chandler Parsons, who continued in his sixth-man role. “We have a great 

crowd. We can feed off their energy and not do anything different. It should be no different home or 

road. If anything we should play better here.” 

Not so, however. The Mavericks shot just 36-percent in the second quarter against the Hawks and fell 

behind 49-44 at halftime. 

It’s not the tone they wanted to set for the home stand. 

“It’s a mental thing,” coach Rick Carlisle said. “It’s got to become one of the characteristic of our team. It 

can be talked about, but a team has to get it in its blood, in their DNA. It’s challenging, especially this 

time of year. It’s Christmastime and people are getting comfortable. You can’t allow yourself to do that.” 

The Mavericks looked far from comfortable when they started the fourth quarter by missing four 

consecutive shots, three of them from the perimeter and one on a Dwight Powell tip that danced all 

around the rim but refused to fall. 

That stretch dropped them in a 78-72 hole that would prove to be difficult to crawl out of, particularly 

the way they were shooting. 

 

  


